
 

 

 

Important changes to Free School Meals – How your 
child could benefit from September 2026  
 

Dear Parents, 

We are writing to share some positive news regarding national changes to the Free School Meals 
(FSM) program that will take effect from September 2026. 

The government has expanded the eligibility criteria, meaning many more families will now qualify for 
free school meals. Most notably, from September, all children whose families receive Universal Credit 
will be entitled to free school meals, regardless of household income. 

What is changing? 

From September 2026, the Free School Meals program will look a little different. It will now be 
divided into three groups: 

●​ Universal Infant Free School Meals: This is unchanged. All children in Reception, Year 1, 
and Year 2 will automatically continue to receive free school meals. 

●​ Expanded Free School Meals (New): All children in Key Stage 2 and above (Year 3 and 
upwards) whose families receive Universal Credit are now eligible. 

●​ Targeted Free School Meals: This is for families on Universal Credit with an earned 
income under £7,400. (Qualifying for this group also unlocks vital extra funding for our 
school, known as the Pupil Premium, which goes directly toward supporting your child’s 
education). 

Why we need you to act now 

To ensure that all eligible children are registered and can receive their meals smoothly at the start of 
the new school year, the government requires us to perform a new eligibility check for the 
2026/27 academic year. Because the previous "transitional protections" are ending this July, all 
families including those whose children currently receive free school meals must be checked under 
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the new system. Once approved, your child’s eligibility is locked in and guaranteed for the entire 
2026/27 school year. 

What you need to do 

We are asking all parents who receive Universal Credit (or think they may now qualify under the 
new rules) to complete the attached registration form. 

📋 Please complete the google form linked {here} 

Thank you for your prompt cooperation. Your support helps us ensure that no child misses out on a 
healthy meal and that our school receives the correct funding to support your children. 

If you have any questions or need assistance filling out the form, please do not hesitate to contact 
the school office. 

Kind regards 

 

Mark Bedford 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEKw3pJLZyFQxW8AT1y2TBiAdbtPw2_5Q8uzonhcL3bfd_kQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116106992144443761393
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