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October 2025 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Your involvement as a parent during the crucial exam years can make all the difference between 
success and failure. 
 

Parental support can be up to eight times more important in determining a child's academic success 
than anything else. 
 

You do not have to be an expert in the GCSE subjects that your child has chosen to be able to make 
a real difference.  You just need to know how best to spend your time at each stage of the GCSE 
process to support their learning. 
 

The hardest demand of our Year 10 and 11 students is that of understanding the long term 
importance of achieving the best they possibly can. Some short term sacrifices may need to be made 
to ensure they are truly successful. 
 

The aim of this booklet is to provide you the parents with key points to support the GCSE process, 
alongside a timetable of events for each GCSE subject offered in the school to aid planning and 
revision. 
 

If you have any other questions regarding specific subjects which are not outlined in the booklet 
please contact the school for further information. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr Matthew Druce 
Assistant Headteacher 
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GOOD EXAM RESULTS…. 
 

Good exam results are not based on what happens on the day of the exam.  Many feelings will go 
through the minds of yourselves and the student alike.  Are they in the right frame of mind?  Will 
they remember what they have revised?  Will they get the right question? 

The results of your child’s exams are generally determined before they sit the final exam.  There are 
3 broad stages in the process of achieving good exam results.  Exam success is about getting things 
right at each stage of the process and remembering what can go wrong! 

STAGE 1: LEARNING THE SUBJECT CONTENT FIRST TIME ROUND​
 

●​ The process of revision (looking at something again) makes the assumption that the learning 
of each subject has taken place already – every lesson does count! 

STAGE 2: REVISION​
 

●​ Even a student who has attended every lesson of the course and paid attention needs to 
revise to achieve their full potential.  Everyone needs to complete revision using techniques 
that are effective for them. 

STAGE 3: THE EXAM​
 

●​ Even if a student has learnt the subject content and revised thoroughly things can still go 
wrong on the day of the exam.  There are several skills that need to be used during the 
exam… 

●​ Knowing the subject matter 
●​ Organisational Skills 
●​ Exam technique 
●​ Time management 
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WHAT CAN YOU DO AS A PARENT….? 
 

●​ Encourage and praise your child.  Show an interest by talking to them about what they have 
been learning in their different subjects and the homework/coursework they have been set. 

 

●​ Ensure that your child attends school every day if possible.  Even one lesson missed means 
that key information could be missed that may appear in an exam.  For the majority of 
subjects, lesson content can only be covered once within the new GCSE structure due to 
the volume of work needing to be covered. 

 

●​ Help your child plan a revision timetable and support them in sticking to it. It needs to be 
realistic! 

 

●​ Encourage your child to see the big picture! A two year course will seem like a lifetime away 
for a teenager, but help them to put the time into context for the desired end result. 

 

●​ Provide a suitable work area for study ensuring that all the materials that they require are 
there. 

 

●​ Display key dates and deadlines in the house so that you can support before any panic can 
set in. 

 

●​ Let your child’s subject teacher or form tutor know if you feel your child is experiencing 
difficulties with any element of their personal life or school life.  The school is here to help 
and support and will be as flexible as possible if difficulties arise. 

 

●​ Agree on a balance between school work and social life and talk about any issues if you feel 
your child is struggling in any way.  You will often come up with solutions together and 
remember the school is here to help. 

​
 

​
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THE 9-1 GCSES​
 
In all GCSE subjects Year 11 students are studying the 9-1 GCSE qualifications.  

The move to the 9-1 GCSE qualifications included changes in the type and volume of course content 
– with more content in some subjects and more challenging content also introduced. They also 
involved a move from the previous grade scale (based on A*-G or U) to a numerical scale based on 
9-1 (9 is the highest grade).​
 

HOW DOES THIS GRADE SCALE COMPARE WITH THE OLD ONE?​
 
The table below shows how the 9-1 grade scale  compares with the old one (based on A*-G):​
 

Previous GCSE 
grades 

New GCSE 
grades 

A* 9 

8 

7 
A 

B 6 

5 

4 
C 

D 3 

  

2 

  

1 

E 

F 

G 

 ​
The government’s benchmark for achievement for students in English and Maths also moved 
upwards. While the previous ‘good’’ grade was seen to be a C grade or above, a student achieving a 
Grade 4 in these subjects (equivalent to a C grade) is now said to have achieved a ‘standard pass’. A 
Grade 5 or above is deemed a ‘strong pass’. A Grade 4 or above will remain the level that students 
must achieve in order not to be required to re-sit English and Maths post-16. The government have 
also stated that 20% of students who would, in the past, have achieved grades A or A* are  awarded 
the top grade (Grade 9). 
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NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT (NEA) 
 

While in the majority of subjects the final grade your child will achieve is based solely on their 
performance in their GCSE exams, there are some subjects in which some of their overall grade will 
be based on work they do during the two years. These subjects are listed below: 

●​ Art & Design 
●​ BTEC Child Development 
●​ Dance 
●​ Design Technology 
●​ Drama 
●​ Food Preparation & Nutrition 
●​ PE 

The work completed as part of these courses, which is not done under exam conditions is termed 
‘non examined assessment’ (NEA). This contributes up to 40% of the final grade in most of these 
subjects. Your child’s teacher will be able to provide you with more information about this if 
required. Students will also receive a grade for their English speaking although this does not affect 
their final English Language grade (but must be completed) 

We will also be sharing the marks with the students before they are submitted to the Awarding 
Organisation. They will be able to request a review of marking if they believe that the mark is not a 
reasonable judgement of their performance or if there has been an administrative error. Details of 
the appeals process can be found on the school website: 
https://gillotts.org.uk/teaching-and-learning/exam-information 
 
We will be explaining this process to the students in an assembly and we will also send details home 
to you, including the key deadlines  and how to submit a request for a marking review. 
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YEAR 11 EXAMS - MOCK AND FINAL EXAMS 
​
Mock Exams 

There will be one main mock period for almost all subjects in January 2026. There are a few other 
sets of mock exams outside this period as detailed in the table below: 

Dates Subjects 

3rd-4th December 2025 Mock Art & Design exam 

6th January-30th January 2026 Main mock period for all subjects (except Art & 
Design) 

30th Jan-5th February 2026 MFL mock speaking exams  

2nd and 3rd March 2026 2nd set of English mocks  
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Exams and assessments which count towards the final grade outside the main exam 
period 

While the main final exam period will be in May-June 2026, there are also some exams and 
non-examined assessment (NEA) practical assessments which will count towards their final grades 
outside this period. They are detailed in the table below: 

 

Dates Subjects 

7th November 2025 Deadline for all Child Development NEA to be 
completed 

19th December 2025 Deadline for all DT NEA work to be completed  

20th-27th November 2025  Music Solos 

11th-12th February 2026 Music Ensembles 

27th Feb 
4th, 5th, 6th & 11th March 2026  

Food Preparation & Nutrition practical NEA2 
Final Exam 

2nd March TBC Drama C2 performance exam 

22nd and 23rd April 2026 Art & Design final exam 

22nd April - 28 April May 2026 MFL final speaking exams 

16th March 2026 GCSE Dance Moderation Day 

6th May 2025 TBC GCSE PE moderation 
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A PARENT/CARER’S GUIDE TO SURVIVING EXAMS 
 

How can you help now?​
 

●​ Encourage your son/daughter to complete coursework on time.​
 

●​ Check he/she is doing her homework and sign planner.​
 

●​ Make sure he/she is at school every day and on time.​
 

●​ Ensure the balance of work and play is right. 
 

Revision​
 

●​ Devise a revision timetable.​
 

●​ Keep his/her books and notes organised.​
 

●​ Keep sessions to no longer than half an hour or an hour at most, and then a short break before starting 
another subject.​
 

●​ Revise specific topics in each subject, not everything at once.​
 

●​ Start each session by tackling the most difficult bits first.​
 

●​ Revisit each subject several times.​
 

●​ Use different revision methods such as mind maps, notes, pictures and spider diagrams.​
 

●​ Work with a friend on occasion to allow them to test each other and talk about the work.​
 

●​ Use revision guides from school or bookshops.  Some are available online, and there are websites such 
as BBC Bitesize at www.bbc.co.uk/education/revision​
 

●​ Study no more than two subjects a night.​
 

●​ Listen to quiet background music if it helps. 
 

 

 
 



Please ensure that your son/daughter​
 

●​ Has somewhere to study.​
 

●​ Eats properly and drinks plenty of water.​
 

●​ Doesn’t listen to television and loud music when revising.​
 

●​ Is supported by parents/carers who are positive and reassuring to build confidence.​
 

●​ Is not distracted by mobile phones, Facebook, emails etc. 
​
​
When the actual exams arrive 

●​ Make sure your son/daughter continues to attend lessons up to the examination in each subject.​
 

●​ Give your son/daughter time, space and peace while he/she works before and between exams.​
 

●​ Emphasise the need for plenty of sleep, especially the night before an exam.​
 

●​ Don’t let him/her work herself into a state of exhaustion – encourage him/her to take regular breaks. 
 

On the day of an exam​
 

●​ Ensure he/she gets up on time and is in school at least 15 minutes before the exam is due to start.​
 

●​ Ask if he/she has everything he/she needs.​
 

●​ Tell him/her to switch off mobile phone and leave it off until after the exam, or better still, leave it at 
home.​
 

●​ Wish him/her good luck as he/she leaves! 
 

 

 

10 
 



What we do​
 

In addition to the teaching in lessons, which continues up to the day of the exam, we​
 

●​ Run structured revision programmes.  Departments will usually organise these, often at lunchtimes and 
after school.​
 

●​ Run revision and Study Skills sessions through our tutor programme to help your son/daughter revise 
effectively.​
 

●​ Target students who have been identified as having particular needs.​
 

●​ Ask subject staff to be available to discuss problems with individuals.​
 

●​ Offer exam stress sessions and support to cope with the demands of the GCSE studies. 
 

There are a team of people who are here to help your son/daughter through the year.​
 

●​ The Form Tutor ​ ​ ​ ​  
(Please contact via the House base number for ease of communication.  We encourage email 
correspondence between parents and tutors to ensure we can support each other).​
 

●​ The Head of House ​
 

●​ Examinations Officer: Mrs Sykes on 01491 636843​
 

●​ Assistant Headteacher Student Progress: Mr Matthew Druce.​
 

●​ Deputy Headteacher of Curriculum: Dr Newbold. 
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POST 16 EDUCATION, TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 
 

RAISING THE PARTICIPATION AGE (RPA) 
 

All students are required to continue in education or training until at least the end of the academic year in which 
they turn 18. 

●​ Full-time education, such as a school with a Sixth Form or college. 

●​ An Apprenticeship. 

●​ Full-time employment or volunteering with part-time education or training alongside. 

●​ An Apprenticeship 
●​ Full-time employment or volunteering with part-time education or training alongside. 

 

WHAT TO STUDY?​
 
These links are an excellent starting point to research courses offered at colleges/universities. If you have a 
specific interest you can then back track what you require at degree level and in some cases what A levels 
subjects and grades you will need to get on that course. Again, this might influence what you do as a post 16 
course. 

https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/what-qualifications-are-there-16-18-year-olds 

https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/thinking-about-uni 

TRANSITION BETWEEN GCSE AND POST 16 - THINGS TO CONSIDER​
 

1.​ A Level, Vocational,  T Levels or Apprenticeship?​
 

2.​ Sixth Form College or School with Sixth Form? ​
 

3.​ Apprenticeship through a college or through a company with training?​
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NEXT STEPS​
 

1.​ Access the websites for all the post 16 providers in the local area and  identify the course on offer and 
the entry requirements. Your son/daughter should complete the ‘Preparing for making choices after 
Gillotts School worksheet’. It has been sent to Y11 via the Y11 Careers Google Classroom. ​
​
 

2.​ Brighter Futures Careers Appointments  https://brightercareerscoaching.co.uk/  
a.​ If you require another meeting with our careers adviser from Brighter Careers, please see Mrs 

Allen to book an appointment. 
b.​ If you would like to attend the meeting with your son/daughter, please contact Mrs Allen.  She 

will then liaise with Brighter Careers and make a suitable time. 
 

3.​ Attend college/sixth form providers open days and evenings – some do require booking so please 
continually check websites. Additional dates might also be added.​
​
 

4.​ Support your son/daughter when completing application forms and writing a personal statement (if 
required) 
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GUIDELINES FOR WRITING A PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 

You have a good set of GCSE grades, but so do all the other students applying for post 16 courses. What gives 
you the edge?​
 

Why have you chosen these subjects?​
 

●​ Has there been a specific topic of interest you have studied at GCSE? 
●​ Have you read a book relating to a subject/topic? 
●​ Is it for a specific career? 
●​ If you are picking a new subject you need to describe what you know about it ​

 
Talk about yourselves (Always link to competences/skills eg communication, resilience, leadership​
​
 

●​ Part time work, work experience, hobbies, volunteer work etc. 
●​ Responsibilities held e.g. House captain 
●​ Examinations/Qualifications e.g. Music grade V Clarinet or Dance​

​
 

Why are you applying to ...........sixth form school/college?​
​
 

●​ Siblings attend there. 
●​ Transport. 
●​ Enrichment activities etc.  
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 
 

Good attendance and punctuality are key because: 

When you are late for lessons you miss the teacher’s instructions and the induction to the lesson.  You may feel 
embarrassed at having to enter the classroom late but that won’t be half as embarrassing as not getting the 
grades you wanted on results day because you didn’t turn up.​
 

Minutes lost per day 
during the school year. 

Equals day’s worth of 
teaching lost in a year 

5 minutes 3.4 days 

10 minutes 6.9 days 

15 minutes 10.3 days 

20 minutes 13.8 days 

25 minutes 20.7 days 

 

Students are required to attend school for 190 days per year.  Students who miss a lot of school achieve less. 

Attendance during one 
school year 

Equals days 
absent 

Which is approx.. 
weeks absent 

Which means this no. 
of lessons missed 

95% 9 days 2 weeks 50 lessons 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

85% 29 days 6 weeks 150 lessons 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 

75% 48 days 10 weeks 250 lessons 

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 288 lessons 

65% 67 days 13.5 weeks 338 lessons 

​
If attendance and punctuality are poor, this could affect your son/daughter getting on the course of his/her 
choice. 
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REVISION GUIDES AND RESOURCES 

S-Cool – www.s-cool.co.uk​
 
GSCE.COM – www.gcse.com​
 
Lumosity – www.lumosity.com​
 
Revision Centre – www.revisioncentre.co.uk​
 
Revision World – www.revisionworld.co.uk​
 
Mind Explosion – http://www.mindexplosionbook.com  

SUBJECT INFORMATION RESOURCE 

ART 
 

GCSE Art has two assessed components.  
Component 1: Portfolio 60% of GCSE grade 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 
(ESA) 40% of GCSE grade. 
 
Component 1: Portfolio 
One substantial project (personal project), and 
a selection of other work (natural forms 
project; a series of investigations into different 
art materials and processes).  The portfolio 
submission must meet all four of the 
Assessment Objectives.  
This component must be submitted at 
the start of term 3 in Year 11 (January 
2026). 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
Students choose one theme from the 
examination paper set by AQA.  Students 
begin working on this in January 2026.  During 
the preparatory period, they will investigate 
this theme through drawing, photography, 
artist research, reviewing and refining their 
ideas and media experimentation.  
Component 2 culminates in a 10 hour 
examination, completed in April 2026, during 
which students complete a final outcome.  The 
preparatory work and the final outcome are 
assessed holistically and must cover all four of 
the assessment objectives. 
All preparatory work must be submitted 
on day one of the examination. 

Exam Board - AQA 
 
GCSE Art specification 
 
Scheme of assessment 
 
Useful for inspiration and research 
 
https://www.tate.org.uk/ 
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/ 
https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/ 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/ 
https://www.artchive.com/ 
https://www.saatchiart.com/ 
 
Students will need to spend time 
outside of lessons working on their 
personal projects and would benefit 
from having basic drawing and 
painting materials at home. 
 
There are after school sessions 
every Wednesday 3.30 - 5pm in 
A2 and lunchtime sessions every 
Tuesday and Thursday 12.35 - 
1.30pm in A2. 
 
Artwork can be returned to 
students from the end of October. 
Work must be retained by the 
school until this point as an exam 
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 board requirement.  An email will be 
sent out to all parents via 
schoolcomms with details of when 
students can collect work. 
 
In exceptional cases (where students 
need portfolios for an interview) 
they can collect work then return it 
to the school until the end of Oct. 
 
Please ensure that work is collected 
by the deadline of January as we are 
unable to store it beyond this point. 

ENGLISH In Year 11, students have begun preparation 
for their examinations: 

English Language:  

Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Writing and 
Reading 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

English Literature: 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Nineteenth 
Century Novel 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and  Unseen Poetry 

Students can gain access to 
specimen papers, mark schemes and 
examiner reports on the AQA 
English Language and English 
Literature websites. 

Students should make use of revision 
guides: 

York Notes:  An Inspector Calls, 
Romeo and Juliet,  A Christmas 
Carol-  AQA Specification 

https://www.youtube.com/results?se
arch_query=mr+bruff+romeo+and+j
uliet 

Spark Notes - online revision sight 

Students can use the following sites 
to help them improve spelling, 
punctuation and grammar: 

Grammar Monster 

We will create revision cards in 
class, so please provide some cards 
for your child to create and extend 
as the course progresses. 

 
CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT 

The Component 3 exam is worth 40% of the 
qualification. It is one 2 HOUR paper worth 
60 marks. 

The LINK to a sample Past paper is 
here: Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech 
Award in Child Development 

Component 3 section of: 

Child Development Teaching 
Specification 
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COMPONENT 3 Section of BTEC 
Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award Child 
Development Student Book. Hayley 
Marshall-Gowen, Diane 
Walker-Cairns, Claire Sayce. Pearson 
education. ISBN 978-1292231020 

DANCE Throughout  Year 11 there will be end of topic 
tests/assessments during the year ensuring 
your child is aware of their current grade and 
also of target topics. This also allows for both 
staff and students to evaluate how well they 
have grasped/understood a topic and what 
needs to be done to improve on this. There 
will also be a mock in January - after which a 
breakdown of how well your child did will be 
handed out.  All students have access to a 
revision folder on google drive from year 10 
this includes past papers/practice papers, 
quizzes, links to videos and interviews of 
professional dance works. Past papers are 
available in this revision folder too - as well as 
from the staff teaching the subject.  
All students will have a copy of the topics 
studied and they can use this as a checklist 
when revising for exams.   
Revision/catch up/student support sessions are 
also be available to your child every Friday 
12:45-1:15pm, please encourage them to 
attend these on a regular basis. 
 

Students can gain access to 
specimen papers, mark schemes and 
examiner reports on the AQA. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/danc
e/gcse/dance-8236 

 

A dance revision folder has been 
shared with each student on 
google drive which contains links to 
specific videos and interviews with 
choreographers etc. and some 
revision resources from Artspool. 

Workbooks will be handed out in 
year 11 to support revision in the 3 
different sections of the exam paper. 

The students will also be given a 
booklet on exemplar material for 
answering 12 mark questions.  

DRAMA Students will start with work on Component 
3 with focus on THE IT for the written exam.  
This will include various small performances of 
the play to ensure that students know text and 
characters really well and can write about 
them in an exam. 
The students will then go on to their 
performing component in the Spring term. 
The students are assessed solely on their final 
performance of a scripted piece of work.   
Support students with their line learning at 
home and character development.  
 
The final term in Year 11 will return to 
focusing on the written paper, this time with a  

Exam Board: Eduqas 
 
Set Text -THE IT by Vivianne 
Franzmann  
 
Students should use a wide variety 
of sources, such as the internet, 
libraries, museums, newspapers to 
help with character development for 
scripted work.   
Students may also log on to Digital 
Theatre Plus using the home logins 
provided so that they can rewatch 
Things I Know to Be True in 
preparation for Component 3.  
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focus on Section B -  an evaluation of a live 
theatre performance.  Students will be given a 
variety of questions to write practice essays 
on and will also have to learn a wide range of 
drama terminology from the information they 
will be given in class.  
 
It is encouraged that students see as much live 
theatre as possible throughout this year to 
provide them with inspiration for their 
practical and written exams.   
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

We are following the GCSE Geography 
AQA specification 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse
/geography-8035 
 
Revision materials 
We will be issuing the students with 
comprehensive revision materials during Year 
11. 
 
These revision materials are also available on 
the Geography Google site: 
https://sites.google.com/gillotts.org/gcsegeogra
phy/home 
(Note - you will need to be logged into your 
school Google account to access this) 
 
Exam Practice 
The saying ‘practice makes perfect’ really does 
apply to approaching revision in GCSE 
Geography. While it is important to learn the 
key knowledge for each topic and to 
understand the key concepts, it is really 
important to practise answering exam 
questions on a regular basis as part of revision. 
We will provide the students with many exam 
questions and papers over the next few 
months. 

BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/exams
pecs/zy3ptyc 
 
 
GCSE Workbooks and Revision 
Guides 
 
GCSE 9-1 Geography AQA: Revision 
Guide 

GCSE 9-1 Geography AQA: Exam 
Practice: Grades 4-6 

GCSE 9-1 Geography AQA GCSE 
EXAM PRACTICE 7-9 

Collins GCSE Grade 9-1 Revision - 
AQA GCSE 9-1 Geography Revision 
Cards 
 
 
 

HISTORY 
 

There is a great deal of historical information 
to absorb.  Revise throughout the course and 
ask your peers and parents to test you 
regularly. Practice papers and a range of 

Edexcel GCSE History 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2
016.html  
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=9781382029070&crid=38VS2KXDJUVPU&sprefix=9781382029070%2Caps%2C91&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=978-0-00-839931-3&crid=2U5TE48GUNH8&sprefix=978-0-00-839931-3%2Caps%2C89&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=978-0-00-839931-3&crid=2U5TE48GUNH8&sprefix=978-0-00-839931-3%2Caps%2C89&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=978-0-00-839931-3&crid=2U5TE48GUNH8&sprefix=978-0-00-839931-3%2Caps%2C89&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html


revision resources are available to students on 
Google Classroom. 
 
The GCSE history units of study: 

●​ The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home 
and abroad 

●​ Superpower relations and the Cold 
War, 1941–91 

●​ Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, 
c1060–88 

●​ Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and 
The British sector of the Western 
Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment 
and the trenches. 

All necessary materials are produced 
by us and put on Google classroom 
for students to download. 
 
Additional textbooks and revision 
guides should not be required, but 
we can pass on details if requested. 
 

MATHS 
 

There will be frequent assessments during the 
year ensuring your child is aware of targets to 
work on and their current grade. There will 
be a main mock in January.   
To improve their grade, students need to get 
plenty of active practice of questions. Past 
papers will be made available, but are readily 
available on the  
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/ 
Papers should be completed one at a time and 
target topics worked on before another paper 
is attempted.  
 
Encourage students to use web resources as 
these facilitate independent learning.  
 
We recommend the Edexcel Target revision 
guides. It is important to buy the correct 
target grade so please ask your son/daughter 
to talk to their teacher before they order one.  
Please encourage your son/daughter to 
identify the topics they need to work on from 
assessments and homeworks and then to use 
one of the many websites available to go 
through the topic. If they are unsure of how to 
find the most appropriate resources, then 
please ask them to speak to their teacher. 
Contact your child’s teacher if you have 
concerns. 

Key Websites 
Sparx Maths Homework is set on 
this site. Students can also use the 
independent learning feature to 
focus on areas they need to work 
on. 
(video clips with topic quizzes and 
general recall quizzes) 
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/ 
(GCSE questions sorted by topic 
and grade, model answers and 
videos explaining the topic) 
www.corbettmaths.com (GCSE 
questions divided into topics, 5-a-day 
test yourself questions) 
https://mathsbot.com (GGSE exam 
style questions) 
 
 

MODERN 
FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES 

Building a bank of vocabulary is essential for 
success in the listening and reading exams 
(50% of the final grade) and for these exams 

French:  
GCSE French - AQA - BBC Bitesize 
languages online 
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 students must be able to recognise words and 
know or deduce meaning. Students are 
expected to practise vocabulary for at least 20 
minutes every day. 
As for the writing examinations (25% of the 
overall grade), preparation is key. Students 
should be encouraged to spend time building 
up a bank of phrases in different tenses (Past, 
Present, Future and more at higher tier) as 
well as regularly going through the questions 
provided by the class teacher. 
Speaking will be conducted and recorded by 
the students' teacher/teachers, and is marked 
externally. It is worth 25% of the overall grade. 
Pronunciation and a range of language is 
important, therefore participation and group 
work in class is vital. Pupils should also 
complete and learn module speaking questions 
for maximum preparation and be ready to 
answer short, unprepared questions that add 
detail (‘why?’, ‘what else do you do?’ etc.) 
 
The AQA Revision guides and Revision work 
books will be essential in providing students 
with practice in all skill areas. 

www.quizlet.com - you can search 
for specific units from the course 
that students are studying.  
https://www.20minutes.fr/ 
+ any French / German or Spanish 
website is excellent for reading (and 
potentially) speaking skills!  
GCSE Revision 
 
FRENCH 
Revision Workbook (includes 
listening)  - 9781292739755 
Grammar, Translation and Vocab 
book - 9781292757384 
German: 
GCSE German - BBC Bitesize 
languages online 
www.quizlet.com - you can search 
for specific units from the course 
that students are studying.  
www.zdf.de/kinder/logo (German) 
GCSE Revision | Revision World 
GERMAN 
Revision Workbook - 
9781292739694 
Grammar, Translation and Vocab 
book - 9781292757377 
Spanish 
GCSE Spanish - AQA - BBC Bitesize 
languages online 
www.quizlet.com - you can search 
for specific units from the course 
that students are studying.  
https://www.20minutos.es/ 
GCSE Revision | Revision World 
SPANISH 
Revision Workbook - 
9781292739762 
Grammar, Translation and Vocab 
book - 9781292757391 

MUSIC In year 11, the students will complete the 

unfinished set works of the appraisal unit. 

There are eight set works in total and 

students will practise short answer listening 

Exam board - Edexcel 
 
Set Works 
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questions, dictation, unfamiliar listening and 12 

mark questions for each of these. 

Students are advised to regularly listen to the 

set works in order to be able to quickly 

identify the different sections of the pieces. 

Composition based on a brief and the free 

composition are on-going tasks that students 

need to complete by the end of March. Class 

time is allocated for this and students are 

encouraged to work on it at lunchtimes and 

after school. The majority of the composition 

work must be completed on school premises 

under the supervision of a teacher.  

 

As well as listening to the set works, students 

are also encouraged to listen to a wide variety 

of related music to the set works in order to 

successfully broaden their knowledge of 

periods of music and areas of study. 

 

Area of Study  - Instrumental Music 
1700-1820 
Bach - Brandenburg Concerto No.5 
in D major, movement 3 
Beethoven - Piano Sonata Op.13 
No.8 in C minor. ‘Pathetique’, 
movement 1 
 
Area of Study - Vocal Music 
Purcell - Music for a While 
Queen - Killer Queen from Sheer 
Heart Attack 
 
Area of Study - Music of Stage and 
Screen 
Stephen Schwartz - Defying Gravity 
from ‘Wicked’ 
John Williams - ‘Main Title/Rebel 
Blockade Runner’ from Star Wars; 
Episode lV A New Hope 
Area of Study - Fusion 
Afro Celt Sound System - Release 
Esperanza Spalding - Samba Em 
Preludio 
 
Focus on Sound 
https://portal.focusonsound.com 
 
BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/exam
specs/z6chkmn 
 
GCSE Textbook  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-
GCSE-Music-Study-Guide/dp/178558
166X/ref=bmx_dp_n00u21jo_d_sccl
_2_3/260-0802812-9994559?pd_rd_
w=zbg68&content-id=amzn1.sym.bc
00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc3326306
1df&pf_rd_p=bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Music-Study-Guide/dp/178558166X/ref=bmx_dp_n00u21jo_d_sccl_2_3/260-0802812-9994559?pd_rd_w=zbg68&content-id=amzn1.sym.bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_p=bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_r=GJKVNE3SFWYNZ6786GBY&pd_rd_wg=OI09i&pd_rd_r=56de275f-3618-4f9f-8d60-a96165dcd3f4&pd_rd_i=178558166X&psc=1
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Music-Study-Guide/dp/178558166X/ref=bmx_dp_n00u21jo_d_sccl_2_3/260-0802812-9994559?pd_rd_w=zbg68&content-id=amzn1.sym.bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_p=bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_r=GJKVNE3SFWYNZ6786GBY&pd_rd_wg=OI09i&pd_rd_r=56de275f-3618-4f9f-8d60-a96165dcd3f4&pd_rd_i=178558166X&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Music-Study-Guide/dp/178558166X/ref=bmx_dp_n00u21jo_d_sccl_2_3/260-0802812-9994559?pd_rd_w=zbg68&content-id=amzn1.sym.bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_p=bc00e763-e2be-4cd5-b205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_r=GJKVNE3SFWYNZ6786GBY&pd_rd_wg=OI09i&pd_rd_r=56de275f-3618-4f9f-8d60-a96165dcd3f4&pd_rd_i=178558166X&psc=1


205-cc33263061df&pf_rd_r=GJKVN
E3SFWYNZ6786GBY&pd_rd_wg=
OI09i&pd_rd_r=56de275f-3618-4f9f
-8d60-a96165dcd3f4&pd_rd_i=1785
58166X&psc=1 
 
 

PE Students must revise throughout the course 
and ask your peers and parents to test you 
regularly. Practice papers and a range of 
revision resources are available on Google 
classroom.   
 
To support us please ensure that your 
son/daughter is aware of the topics they do 
not understand at all (using the learning 
outcomes on Google classroom and in 
exercise books) (which they need to 
RE-LEARN with input) and those which they 
are not 100% secure on (which they therefore 
need to PRACTISE) and key terms they do not 
know (which they therefore, need to learn off 
by heart). 
 
Students should be attending all extra 
curricular practices on a regular basis to 
support their practical grades.   

Past paper questions can be found at 
www.ocr.org.uk 

GCSE PE Revision Guide  

 
https://www.theeverlearner.com/das
hboard 

The above site is called everlearner - 
each student in GCSE PE has their 
own individual log in to this  

RS 
 

If possible, support pupils with practising exam 
questions. The technique for answering 
questions is at the front of student’s exercise 
books.  
 
Additional questions/resources can be emailed 
by subject staff, upon request. 
 
Revision booklets will be supplied to students 
from their teachers - which they need to use 
to revise from. These also have practice exam 
questions, which should be completed as part 
of their homework.  

Useful Revision guide: 
 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GC
SE-Religious-Studies-Christianity/dp/
0198422830/ref=pd_lpo_2?pd_rd_i=
0198422830&psc=1  

SCIENCE  
​
 

Combined and 

GILLOTTS SCIENCE RESOURCE 
WEBSITE 
https://sites.google.com/gillotts.org.uk/gillottss
cience  
Revision Guides 

CGP Combined Science revision 
guide 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/
New-Grade-9-1-GCSE-Combined-Sc
ience-Revision/1782945644/ref=pd_
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GCSE-Religious-Studies-Christianity/dp/0198422830/ref=pd_lpo_2?pd_rd_i=0198422830&psc=1


Triple Science 
 

The recommended revision guides for both 
combined and separate science courses can be 
bought through the school (Mrs Michael will 
arrange this) or off the internet. Students 
should have these resources already. 
 We recommend the CGP revision guides 
(links are shown opposite). 
  
Students will be assessed 3 times across the 
year. These will be synoptic assessments based 
on units covered at that point. 
  
Effective Revision Methods 
In preparation for their mock exams and final 
exams- students should practise effective 
revision techniques (flashcards, revision notes, 
educake, mind maps and past paper exam 
questions). 
 
Resources can be found on the Gillotts 
Science Resource website (link at the top of 
the page). 
 
The links opposite will take students to the 
specification for each course which can be 
used to track and monitor revision of topics. 
 
In School Revision 
There are lunchtime drop in sessions where 
students can go over any concepts they are 
unsure of. There will also be advertised 
revision sessions. 

sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&
refRID=7RH3MFKZXH6ZQHNM45
B8 
  
CGP Biology revision guide 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Gra
de-9-1-GCSE-Biology/dp/178294561
X/ref=pd_sim_14_4?_encoding=UT
F8&psc=1&refRID=GT5R66KGZ8S1
8CTWVR3Q 
  
CGP Chemistry revision guide 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Gra
de-9-1-GCSE-Chemistry/dp/178294
5628/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_enco
ding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=48NSX
X0R0M6KVQCH9DN5 
  
CGP Physics revision guide 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Gra
de-9-1-GCSE-Physics/dp/178294563
6/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding
=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=FHFW9K2C
59V3VHP4MWQ7 
  
Additional revision resources 
  
Combined Specification 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folder
s/1GF1urJ7P7HVFEAN8No1-KB3z5
LQnwTBM?usp=sharing  
  
Biology Specification 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14P7P
ZlNOJ1Rnqwb0eA9AF0yCqqZ2kA7
5/view?usp=sharing  
  
Chemistry Specification 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mwg
Gibqh5O4Fwm7FjqbION0-y58yYSm
e/view?usp=sharing  
 
Physics Specification 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YUPz
9vPY_E1ygAuohUBxZTeO5jfS4_Dn/
view?usp=sharing  

 

24 
 



 
GCSE Pod- 
https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
Quizlet app- https://quizlet.com/ 
 

Cognito learning - 
https://cognitoedu.org/home.html  

Educake - www.educake.co.uk  

SOCIOLOGY 
 

Sociology is assessed by two exams at the end 
of Year 11, each accounting for 50% of the 
final grade. 
Students need to regularly be quizzed by peers 
and parents on the key concepts for all topics 
throughout the year.  
 
Practice papers and a range of revision 
resources are available to students on Google 
Classroom. 
 
Students will be examined on the following 
topics:  
Component 1: Understanding social processes 

●​ Key concepts and process of cultural 
transmission 

●​ Family 
●​ Education 
●​ Sociological research methods​

 
Component 2: Understanding  

●​ Social differentiation and stratification 
●​ Crime and deviance 
●​ Applied methods of sociological 

enquiry 

Eduqas GCSE Sociology 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualificatio
ns/sociology-gcse/#tab_overview  
 
All necessary materials are produced 
by us and put on Google classroom 
for students to download. 
 
Additional textbooks and revision 
guides should not be required, but 
we can pass on details if requested. 

FOOD 
PREPARATION 
AND NUTRITION  

Since the beginning of Y10 we have been  
following the AQA GCSE Food Preparation 
and Nutrition specification 
 
Non Exam Assessment (NEA’s) account for 
50% of the GCSE grade. These take place in 
Year 11 of the course, from September. These 
are divided into two parts consisting of an 
investigation into a food science topic, with a 
written response, and a food preparation 
assessment. The practical for this is to be 

Link to Food Section of Exam Board 
Website 
 
GCSE Food, Preparation & Nutrition 
specification 
 
Command words used in exams 
Command words 
 
Key words and definitions 
Subject specific vocabulary 
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completed in one 3 hour session with written 
research and food trials to be completed 
before.  
 
Written paper externally marked, accounts for 
50% of GCSE grade: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 
Effective Revision Methods 
In preparation for their mock exams and final 
exams- students should practise effective 
revision techniques: flashcards, revision notes 
and past paper exam questions. Exam 
questions have been practised throughout the 
course. These can be found on Google 
Classroom.  

 
 
 
 
 
Textbooks: 
exam board link 
spec link  
 
Publisher: Hodder Education, 
ISBN-13: 9781471863646  
 
The Science of Cooking, Publisher 
DK, ISBN 978-0-2412-2978-1 
 
Revision Guide, GCSE Food 
Preparation and Nutrition for AQA, 
CGP,  ISBN 978 1 78294 649 6 
 
AQA GCSE Food Preparation and 
Nutrition: Student Book : Tull, Anita, 
Littlewood, Garry 
 
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition 
AQA Revision Question Cards: ideal 
for the 2023 and 2024 exams (CGP 
AQA GCSE Food Prep) 
Simple flashcards 
Food Science Revision Cards 
Revision sheets 

DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY  

The Edexcel GCSE (9–1) in Design and 
Technology consists of: 
 
Component 1 (*Paper code: 1DT0/1F 
Timbers) 
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 
50% of the qualification 100 marks 
Content overview 
The paper includes calculations, short‐open 
and open‐response questions as well as 
extended‐ writing questions focused on: 
• Analysis and evaluation of design decisions 
and outcomes, against a technical principle, for 
prototypes made by others 
• Analysis and evaluation of wider issues in 
design technology, including social, moral, 
ethical and environmental impacts. 

Exam Board Website Link 
 
GCSE Specification Link 
 
Command words used in exams - 
GCSE Specification, Appendix 5: 
Taxonomy 
 
 
 
 

Revision Resources for 
Component 1(*Paper code: 
1DT0/1F Timbers):  
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Food-Preparation-Nutrition-Gcse/dp/1471863646
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Food-Preparation-Nutrition-Gcse/dp/1471863646
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product?Product=9781471863646
https://www.dk.com/uk/book/9780241229781-the-science-of-cooking/
https://www.dk.com/uk/book/9780241229781-the-science-of-cooking/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/design-technology/food-prep-nutrition
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/design-technology/food-prep-nutrition
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/design-technology/food-prep-nutrition
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GCSE-Food-Preparation-Nutrition/dp/1908682787/ref=sr_1_3?crid=18UGFJ0S7CPFV&keywords=aqa+gcse+food+preparation+and+nutrition+student+book+by+anita+tull&qid=1664789828&sprefix=aqa+gcse+food+preparation+and+nutrition+anita+tull+%2Caps%2C58&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GCSE-Food-Preparation-Nutrition/dp/1908682787/ref=sr_1_3?crid=18UGFJ0S7CPFV&keywords=aqa+gcse+food+preparation+and+nutrition+student+book+by+anita+tull&qid=1664789828&sprefix=aqa+gcse+food+preparation+and+nutrition+anita+tull+%2Caps%2C58&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GCSE-Food-Preparation-Nutrition/dp/1908682787/ref=sr_1_3?crid=18UGFJ0S7CPFV&keywords=aqa+gcse+food+preparation+and+nutrition+student+book+by+anita+tull&qid=1664789828&sprefix=aqa+gcse+food+preparation+and+nutrition+anita+tull+%2Caps%2C58&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question/dp/1789084490/ref=sr_1_3?crid=9ZQ0VULN4WQK&keywords=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards&qid=1664799627&sprefix=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards%2Caps%2C52&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question/dp/1789084490/ref=sr_1_3?crid=9ZQ0VULN4WQK&keywords=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards&qid=1664799627&sprefix=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards%2Caps%2C52&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question/dp/1789084490/ref=sr_1_3?crid=9ZQ0VULN4WQK&keywords=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards&qid=1664799627&sprefix=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards%2Caps%2C52&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question/dp/1789084490/ref=sr_1_3?crid=9ZQ0VULN4WQK&keywords=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards&qid=1664799627&sprefix=gcse+aqa+revision+food+cards%2Caps%2C52&sr=8-3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12GsoEF-U23NK3FFy91_ckObAytlB3vaPNCfFcm1L8OY/edit#slide=id.g504555ce08_0_92
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-VhDgl3f-L_zlz8dsBm4otL21TGFuEhgaWMvGtnbo3M/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wGpWzl022Kf2y7-EhOh_3K_Wg4EKg3sToiHjHusjPyg/edit#slide=id.p6
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/design-and-technology-9-1-from-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Design_and_Technology_Specification_issue3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Design_and_Technology_Specification_issue3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Design_and_Technology_Specification_issue3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Design_and_Technology_Specification_issue3.pdf


• Students must answer all questions in section 
A (40 marks). 
• Students study Timbers in section B (60 
marks). 
• Students must have calculators and rulers in 
the examination 
 
Effective Revision Methods 
In preparation for their mock exams and final 
exams- students should practise effective 
revision techniques: flashcards, revision notes 
and past paper exam questions. These can be 
found on Google Classroom.  
 
Component 2 (Paper code: 1DT0/02) 
Non-examined assessment 
50% of the qualification 100 marks. 
The deadline for completing the NEA is 
20.12.24 
 
NEA Catch Up sessions run every 
lunchtime 12.30-1.30pm and after school 
3.30-4.30pm (A & B Week, Monday - 
Friday ) 

Textbooks: 
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Design and 
Technology Student Book 
GCSE DT revision guide (daydream 
education) 
 
 
DT Focus Learning  
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/3
5893/oktCjFxrmnmBwegeuCBvlpzp
DiyhduqrF 
 
Flash cards: 
These have been created digitally for 
students using Quizlet:  
Quizlet Flashcard Links - Core & 
Timbers  
 
BBC Bitesize  
GCSE DT Edexcel BBC Bitesize 
Links 
 
 
 
BBC Bitesize Links for NEA 
Project Skills 
 
Investigating - Edexcel 
 
Designing - Edexcel 
 
Making - Edexcel 
 
Evaluating - Edexcel 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE  

The OCR GCSE (9-1) in Computer Science 
consists of: 
 
J277/01: Computer systems 
Content Overview: 
This component will assess: 
•1.1 Systems architecture 
•1.2 Memory and storage 
• 1.3 Computer networks, connections and 
protocols 
•1.4 Network security 
• 1.5 Systems software 
• 1.6 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 

Exam board website link  

Specification link  

 

Revision Resources for OCR 
GCSE (9-1) in Computer 
Science 

Textbook:  

GCSE Computer Science for 
OCR Student Book 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Design-Technology-Student/dp/1292184582/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538427804&sr=8-1&keywords=edexcel+gcse+design+and+technology+9-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Design-Technology-Student/dp/1292184582/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1538427804&sr=8-1&keywords=edexcel+gcse+design+and+technology+9-1
https://www.daydreameducation.co.uk/gcse-design-technology-pocket-posters-the-pocket-sized-revision-guide
https://www.daydreameducation.co.uk/gcse-design-technology-pocket-posters-the-pocket-sized-revision-guide
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/35893/oktCjFxrmnmBwegeuCBvlpzpDiyhduqrF
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/35893/oktCjFxrmnmBwegeuCBvlpzpDiyhduqrF
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/35893/oktCjFxrmnmBwegeuCBvlpzpDiyhduqrF
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrrZh6uRZhcLIa-gz-PL2QNVf1pKKXPl8iCE2Pat7OY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrrZh6uRZhcLIa-gz-PL2QNVf1pKKXPl8iCE2Pat7OY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zd_SlPWRy6jjhiYB_KghHqSXPETkNApd53kRkrfak0w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zd_SlPWRy6jjhiYB_KghHqSXPETkNApd53kRkrfak0w/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmshsrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvkck2p/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z47w7p3/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjhxh39/revision/1
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/education/subject/computing/computer-science/gcse-computer-science-1/gcse-computer-science-ocr-student-book-updated-edition?isbn=9781108812542&format=PB&__hstc=251199705.b69380d3d83faca1a6679f51a2a60c33.1727992910244.1727992910244.1727992910244.1&__hssc=251199705.2.1727992910244&__hsfp=3066288210
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/education/subject/computing/computer-science/gcse-computer-science-1/gcse-computer-science-ocr-student-book-updated-edition?isbn=9781108812542&format=PB&__hstc=251199705.b69380d3d83faca1a6679f51a2a60c33.1727992910244.1727992910244.1727992910244.1&__hssc=251199705.2.1727992910244&__hsfp=3066288210


impacts of digital technology 
 
Assessment Overview:  
Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 
50% of total GCSE 
80 marks 
This is a non-calculator paper. 
All questions are mandatory. 
This paper consists of multiple choice 
questions, 
short response questions and extended 
response questions. 
 
J277/02: Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming 
Content Overview: 
This component will assess: 
• 2.1 Algorithms 
• 2.2 Programming fundamentals 
• 2.3 Producing robust programs 
• 2.4 Boolean logic 
• 2.5 Programming languages and Integrated 
Development Environments 
 
Assessment Overview:  
Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 
50% of total GCSE 
80 marks 
This is a non-calculator paper. 
This paper has two sections: Section A and 
Section B. Students must answer both 
sections. All questions are mandatory. 
In Section B, questions assessing students’ 
ability to write or refine algorithms must be 
answered using either the OCR Exam 
Reference Language or the high-level 
programming language they are familiar 
with. 
 
Effective Revision Methods 
In preparation for their mock exams and final 
exams- students should practise effective 
revision techniques: flashcards, revision notes 
and past paper exam questions. These will be 
posted on Google Classroom. 

BBC Bitesize - Computer 
Science OCR  

Flipped classroom resources at EXA 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk
https://courses.exa.foundation/course/view.php?id=2


EQUIPMENT FOR EXAMINATIONS ​
​
For all exams bring: Ruler, Pens, Pencils, Rubber, Calculator – in a see-through plastic bag or container. 
 

SUBJECT EQUIPMENT 
 

BUSINESS STUDIES Calculator 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY Black fine liner pen, pencil, rubber, colouring pencils and 
ruler 
Calculator (electronic Products and Systems and Control) 

ENGLISH 
 

Highlighters, pencils, pens 

GEOGRAPHY Calculator, protractor, pencil and coloured pens 

MATHEMATICS Protractor 
Pair of compasses 
Scientific Calculator (no phone allowed) - Casio scientific 
calculators are available from student services 
Pencil sharpener 
Highlighter 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES No dictionary to be used 

SCIENCE Calculator, protractor, compass, pencil, ruler, 
highlighter pens – at least one 
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YEAR 11 EXAMINATIONS AND IMPORTANT DATES    
 

Date Subject 

3rd & 4th December 2025  Mock Art Exam  

8 January - 29 January 2026 Mock Exams ( All Subjects except Art )  

30th January - 5th Feb 2026  MFL Mock Speaking Exams  

27th Feb 
4th, 5th, 6th & 11th March 2026  

Final GCSE Food Practical Exams 

2nd March 2026 TBC Drama Performance Exam 

22 April- 30th April 2026 Final GCSE MFL Speaking Exams 

16th March 2026 GCSE Dance Moderation Day  

6th May TBC Final GCSE PE Moderation 

7 May - 18 June 2026 
Contingency days up until 25 June 

GCSE Final Exams 

 

May/June 2026 Exams – Students will be issued with an individual timetable in February 2026 
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GCSE INFORMATION 

Subject Exam 
Board 

Course 
Code 

Spec Code 

Art & Design AQA 8202 _ 

Biology OCR J257 B 21st Century 

Business Edexcel 1BS0  

BTEC Tech Award Child Development Edexcel BHXB1 _ 

Chemistry OCR J258 B 21st Century 

Computing OCR J277  

Dance AQA 8236 _ 

Design Technology Edexcel 1DT0 - 

Drama WJEC 3690QS _ 

English Language AQA 8700 _ 

English Literature AQA 8702 _ 

Food Preparation & Nutrition AQA 8585 _ 

French AQA 8652 _ 

Geography AQA 8035 _ 

German AQA 8662 _ 

History Edexcel 1HI0 _ 

Maths Edexcel 1MA1 _ 

Music Edexcel 1MU0 - 

PE OCR J587 _ 

Physics OCR J259 B 21st Century 

Religious Studies AQA 8062 A 

Combined Science OCR  J260 B 21st Century 

Sociology Educas C200QS _ 

Spanish AQA 8692 _ 
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YEAR 11 REVISION TIMETABLE  
Example 

 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 
Tutor Time  

 
 

    

Lunch time  

 

    

After school   

 

    

Session 1 
Revision  
30 minutes 

​
 

    

Session 2 
Revision  
30 minutes 

​
 

    

Session 3 
Revision  
30 minutes 
 

     

Coursework      

Extras  
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