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Introduction 

a)​ Exams Timetable 

 

b)​ Which subjects will the exams be taking place in?  

You will be sitting exams in all the core subjects (English, Maths, Science and RS) as well as some/all of the subjects 
which you have opted for at GCSE. The option subjects which will be having exams in June are listed below: 

Art & Design 
Computing 
Design & Technology 
Drama 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
French 
Geography 
German 
History 
Music 
Spanish 
 

Year 9 Exams Booklet 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 3 
 



 
 
Please check the exam timetable for the time and venue of the exam.  You will be told individually if you need to 
go to a different venue. 

The exams will mainly focus on what you have studied during Year 9 but may also cover topics and skills taught in 
Years 7 and 8. Details for each subject and what will be covered by each exam and therefore should be revised are 
included later on in this booklet. 

b)​ What happens if I am absent from school? 

If you are absent from school, we will do our best to fit the exam in at a later date during the exam period. 

c) ​ How can I prepare for these exams? 

While some revision will be completed in school over the next few weeks, it is also very important that you 
complete revision at home to help prepare for these exams. This will ensure that you are as thoroughly prepared 
as possible for these exams and will also help you develop the study/revision skills required for GCSE and beyond. 

A starting point for this revision will be to ensure that you have all your exercise books to revise from. You should 
then work with your parents/carers to put together a revision timetable which identifies slots for each subject for 
revision. This should include some time over the half term break. 

The following pages also include some details on revision and different revision strategies which you can use. Your 
tutor will also spend time over the next couple of weeks working through this booklet with you, including putting 
together a revision timetable. 

d) ​ Who should parents/ carers contact if they have any questions about the Year 9 Exams? 

If your parent/carer has any questions or concerns about the Year 9 Exams, they should contact your tutor in the 
first instance. 

e)​ What equipment should I bring to each exam? 

For every exam you must bring: 

•​ Black Biros/ pens (at least two) 
•​ Calculator 
•​ Pencils (at least two) – preferably HB 
•​ Colouring pencils 
•​ Ruler (preferably 30cm ruler) 
•​ Eraser 
•​ Protractor 
•​ Pair of Compasses 
•​ A clear pencil case / bag to keep everything in (without any logos or writing on) 
•​ A pencil sharpener 

 
Please also note that water bottles should not have any labels or writing on them. 
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You will be asked to hand in any mobile device or watch at the start of each exam when sat in the school hall; 
however if you are taking an exam in a classroom, these items will need to be left in your bag. 

Year 9 Exams Booklet 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 
 



 
 

Which topics will the exams cover in each subject? 

 

Subjects Which topics will the tests cover? How can I revise in each subject? What additional resources can I use to 
help me revise? 

Art & Design The test will revisit drawing skills that have 
been covered during Years 7-9.  The task will 
be a practical observational drawing activity. 

Practise drawing directly from observation, 
particularly cubes, cuboids, spheres, 
cylinders, etc. 

Good quality sketching pencils - 2B, 4B and 6B 
Good quality eraser 

 
Creative 
Technologies 
(Computer 
Science, Food 
Preparation and 
Nutrition, 
Design & 
Technology) - 
individual exams 
for these areas 

Computer Science  
 
Boolean logic 
Programming 
Data types 
Input process output 
Storing data 
Computers & Operating systems 
Networks 
Legal 

Revision materials will be accessible on 
Google Classroom. 
Year 9 Computing Exam Revision  
 
Additional copies available from class 
teachers upon request. 
 

Computer Science  
 
Year 9 Computing Exam Revision  

Design and Technology 
 
Product analysis 
Generating design ideas 
Design development 
Wood joints 
Natural & manufactured timbers 
Plastics  
Manufacturing processes 
Design strategies 
 

Revisit the structure of projects set 
throughout the year and the design process 
cycle (research, analysis, specification, 
design, make & evaluate) 
 
Revision materials will be available on 
Google Classroom  
Additional copies available from class 
teachers upon request. 
 
Year 9 GCSE D&T Revision Booklet  

Design and technology  
Daydream revision guide 
https://www.daydreameducation.co.uk/design-an
d-technology-gcse-revision-guide-pocket-poster
s 
 
GCSE D&T BBC Bitesize  
GCSE DT Edexcel BBC Bitesize Links 
DT Focus Learning 
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/35893/oktCj
FxrmnmBwegeuCBvlpzpDiyhduqrF 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition  
Nutrition, healthy eating, Eatwell Guide. 
 
Ethical shopping and food Production: battery 
farming, free range, organic, GM crops, Fair 
trade, food miles. 
 
Food storage, food safety, cross contamination 

Revision materials will be accessible on 
Google Classroom. 
OPTIONS Food exam resources  
 
Additional copies available from class 
teachers upon request. 
 

Food 
Food A Fact Of Life 
 
Food Safety | Design and Technology - Food 
Preparation and Nutrition 
 
Eight guidelines for healthy eating | Design 
Technology - Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
What is Organic 

Drama Students will need to prepare a monologue to 
perform from a selection offered.  This 
performance will be filmed and marked.  
 
In addition, students need to attend a 
screening of a live theatre performance to 
enable them to answer questions in the 
written exam.  
 
The written exam will be in two parts.  
 
The first part is about the year 9 text, DNA, 
by Dennis Kelly.  Students will be asked about 
rehearsal strategies that they could use to 
prepare for this play.  They will also be asked  
design questions that cover their ideas for 
some aspects of lighting, sound, costume and 
set for the play.  
 
The second part will be focused on the live 
theatre they have watched and the skills the 

Learn lines and rehearse monologue. 
 
Consider design aspects for DNA using the 
revision pack to help.  
 
Watch a play on digital theatre plus and 
make notes about the skills you have seen.  
 
Read through the revision pack to prepare 
for questions about the play. 

Please accept the invite you have been sent for 
the Drama Year 9 Exam Google Classroom 
page.  
 
Once in the classroom you need to select your 
monologue and will see the link to the play you 
need to watch.  
 
Revision resources are also available in google 
classroom.  
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actors used. They should be prepared to talk 
about how successful the actors were at 
portraying emotions and having an impact on 
the audience.  

English ’An Inspector Calls’ by JB Priestley. 
 
Students will write an essay demonstrating 
their knowledge and interpretation of a given 
character from the play. 

When revising English you should: 
 
●​ Use your classwork notes in your 

exercise book to review all you have 
learned on the play 

●​ Learn relevant ideas, vocabulary and 
quotations linked to each character 

●​ Re-read the play to secure understanding 
of the plot 

Students’ exercise books 
 
Revision materials will be available on Google 
Classroom. 
 
BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpr639q 
 
 
 

French Dual 
Linguists 

Describing where you live 
Describing your home 
Discussing meals 
Describing an event 
Talking about online activities  
Giving your opinion about someone 
Describing a date 
Present, past and future tenses 
Comparative adjectives 
Prepositions 
Direct object pronouns 
Healthy eating 

Students should use their classwork and 
exercise books to review what they have 
learnt this year. They should go through 
previous assessments and use targets in 
books to guide revision. 
 

Students' exercise books 
 
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ 
username: school email address 
password: Gillotts123 
Students select Studio 2 Rouge and Studio 3 
Rouge  
Quizlet.com   
Vocab lists will be posted on Google Classroom 

French Single 
Linguists 

Topics 
Talking about yourself and your family 
What you did last weekend 
Clothes and style 

Students should use their classwork and 
exercise books to review what they have 
learnt this year and in years 7 & 8.  They 

Students’ exercise books and revision activities, 
set on Google Classroom as we approach the 
exams. 
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Describing friends 
What you do on Facebook 
Inviting someone out 
Describing a date / a music event 
Parts of the body / illness 
Talking about sport 
Healthy eating 
Talking about ambitions for the future 
 
Grammar 
Using past, present and future tenses 
Adjectives 
Partitive article 
Prepositions 

should go through previous assessments and 
use targets in books to guide revision. 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ 
username: school email address 
password: Gillotts123 
Students select Studio 2 vert and Studio 3 vert  
Quizlet.com   
Vocab lists will be posted on Google Classroom 

Geography Food chains and food webs 
Distribution of tropical rainforests 
Climate graphs  
Adaptations of plants and animals to a tropical 
rainforest environment 
Issues related to biodiversity 
Causes of deforestation 
Impacts of deforestation 
 
Geographical skills including measuring 
distance, compass direction, grid references, 
latitude and longitude, OS map symbols. 
Describing and interpreting 
graphs/charts/photographs. 

Students should use their exercise books to 
review what has been learnt this year.  They 
should look at writing skills and targets that 
they have been given throughout the year. 
 

Students can use their exercise books and KS3 
BBC Bitesize.  

German Topics 
Freetime activities in general (e.g. sports, use 
of media) 

Students should revise key vocabulary and 
structures in the topic areas listed (all 

Students' exercise books 
 
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/  
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TV & cinema 
Reading 
Music genres  
Musical instruments 
Music Festivals 
Healthy living/lifestyle 
Daily routine 
Directions 
 
Grammar 
Recognition and formation of present, past 
and future tense structures 
Time markers (e.g. today, tomorrow, 
yesterday) 
Subordinating conjunctions (e.g. weil, da, 
obwohl) 
Opinion phrases (e.g. Ich finde, Meiner 
Meinung nach) 
Word orders (e.g. Ich gehe ins Kino, Am 
Wochenende gehe ich ins Kino.) 
Adjectives (e.g. ones used to describe music, 
etc) 
Modal verbs (e.g. man muss as seen in youth 
hostel rules and healthy lifestyle) 

provided on Google Classroom with quizlet 
links). 
 
For listening and reading exams, the key will 
be to recognise the meaning of the 
vocabulary.  Look, cover, say, check method, 
flashcards, being tested by someone else, 
colour coding can all help. 
 
For the written exam, it is important to have 
accurate sentence structure and spelling.  
Re-visit classwork on the perfect (past - 
SHIP) and future (SHIVer) tenses and be 
clear on the formation.   
 
Students should use classwork notes in their 
exercise books to review what they have 
learnt this year & last year.   
 

username: school email address 
password: Gillotts123 
Students select Stimmt 2  
 
Quizlet links (on Google Classroom) 
 
Vocabulary lists (on Google Classroom) 

History Race Relations in the USA 1954 - 1975 Revision materials are accessible on Google 
Classroom. 
 
Additional copies available from class 
teachers upon request. 

Our resources are comprehensive. 
 

Maths Students will be completing two GCSE style 
papers. 

Students will be given a revision list on 
google classroom to guide their revision 

Use your exercise books and unit assessments.  
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The first paper is non-calculator and the 
second paper requires a calculator. 
They will cover the topics that have been 
taught so far in Y9.  
 
Topics are: 
Term 1: Multiplicative Reasoning, 3D shapes, 
Sequences 
Term 2: Angles, Algebraic Graphs, 
Constructions and Bearings 
Term 3: Fractions, Decimals and Percentages, 
Types of Number and Indices. 
Term 4: Algebra, Similarity and Congruence, 
Ratio and Proportion. 
Term 5: Translations and Rotations, Statistics.  
 
 

(this list is a detailed version of the topics, 
with Sparx codes). 
 
Go through your book to pull out any 
formulae you need to learn. Test yourself on 
these formulae. 
 
Look back through previous starters and 
end of unit assessments. Re-try some of 
these questions. 
 
Use Sparx independent learning to help with 
topics you are unsure about. You can watch 
videos if you need re-teaching, and then 
practice lots of questions.  
 
Use Sparx ‘Target’ to go through questions 
that you have got wrong previously.  

Sparx Maths - Use the independent learning and 
target feature to practise topics you are unsure 
about. 
 
Revision list will be on Google Classroom.  
 

Music Students will need to prepare a solo 
performance on their chosen 
instrument/voice which will be recorded. This 
can be any type of piece, a graded exam or 
otherwise. 
 
Backing tracks should be handed in on google 
classroom by Friday 5th June.  This should be 
either a youtube link or an MP3.  If backing 
tracks are not submitted by this date, we will 
assume you will be performing without one.  
 

Read through the revision pack for the 
theory exam and practise your solo 
performance at home. 
 
 

A revision pack will be available on Google 
Classroom.  
 
Please accept the invitation that you have been 
sent for Google Classroom.  
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Students will also be tested on general Music 
Theory and listening and appraising.  

RS Students to revise the following topics: 
●​ Christian practices 
●​ Muslim beliefs  

 

Students should use their exercise books to 
review writing skills and targets that they 
have been given for development after 
assessments throughout the year 

Revision notes in exercise books and the 
revision resources uploaded onto google 
classroom by their teacher 

Science B1 You and Your Genes 
 
C1 Air and Water 
 
P1 Radiation and Waves 

B1 You and Your Genes 
Knowledge Organiser 
Youtube Revision playlist 
 
C1 Air and Water 
Knowledge Organiser 
Youtube Revision Playlist 
P1 Radiation and Waves 
Knowledge Organiser 
Youtube Revision Playlist 
 
Students should use their exercise books 
and other resources to support them. These 
can be found to the right. 

BBC Bitesize 
B1 Revision Area,  
C1 Revision Area 
P1 Revision Area  
 
Gillotts Science Resource Website 
(learn, recall, apply resources). 
Educake 
Redo old consolidation quizzes set by teachers 

Spanish 
 
 

Holidays (topic covered in year 8) 
Using your phone, what you like to watch and 
listen to. 
Food; mealtimes and in the restaurant. 
Daily routine, clothes, making arrangements 
to go to the cinema. 
My likes/dislikes, films, birthday celebrations. 
Present, past and future tenses. 

Students should use classwork and exercise 
books to review what they have learnt this 
year & last year.  They should go through 
previous assessments and use targets in 
books to guide revision. 
 

Students' exercise books. 
 
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ 
username: school email address 
password: Gillotts123 
Students select Viva 3 red and viva 2  
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How to revise effectively? 

 
a)​ Being organised 
 

●​ Being organised is a key to successful revision. This will include: 
o​ Having a quiet place to revise 
o​ Ensuring that all your revision resources (including exercise books) are available 
o​ Planning your revision for each subject (a revision timetable) and sticking to it 
o​ Rewarding yourself when you meet your revision targets and catching up if you do not 

 
b)​ Producing a Revision Timetable (Please find templates on our website that can be used) 
 

●​ It is very easy just to revise the subjects which you enjoy the most or are best at.  
●​ However, these exams will cover all your subjects and it is important that you do well in all of them. 
●​ Producing a revision timetable which covers all the subjects is really important - this should involve 

shorter bursts of revision in each subject (and coming back to subjects) rather than trying to cover 
everything in one go. 

●​ It is important that English and maths are a central part of this schedule - but please do not forget all the 
other subjects. 

●​ We would recommend starting your revision as soon as possible with the aim of spending an hour or so 
revising a night before half-term and then a couple of hours a day over half-term (and in the week 
half-term). 

●​ We recommend doing revision in 30 minute bursts (2 subjects per night) in the run-up to half-term and 
then 3 subjects per day / night during and after half-term. 
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Examples: 

The next section includes some examples of revision techniques which your child might use: 
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