
Gillotts School 
Children with Health Needs who cannot attend School Policy 

 

1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

●​  Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend school due to health needs 
●​  Pupils, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for when this education is being 

provided by the local authority 

 2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the Education Act 1996. 

It is also based on guidance provided by our local authority: ​
The Education of Children and Young people who are unable to Attend School due to Medical Needs  

3. Identification of pupils 

Oxfordshire County Council will identify a pupil as requiring adjusted education if they: 

●​ Have an illness which will prevent them from attending school for 15 or more school days, either in one 
absence or over the course of a school year and where suitable education is not otherwise being 
arranged.  

●​ Have a health need and their absence has been validated as necessary by a medical professional, either a 
consultant community paediatrician or specialist consultant psychiatrist from CAMHS.  

●​ Health problems can include physical illnesses, injuries and clinically defined mental health problems 
certified by medical evidence, such as that provided by a medical consultant. From CAMHS consultants, 
the evidence would be in the form of a letter and copy of the care plan/Care Programme Approach Plan. 

●​ A referral will be made in writing, by a consultant community paediatrician or specialist consultant 
psychiatrist from Child and Mental Health Adolescent Services (CAMHS). This should indicate:  if the 
child/young person is unfit for school,  for how long support might be required,  recommended teaching 
hours and an outline of what medical intervention is currently in place. 

●​ For pupils who have returned from hospitals or other in-patient units out of county, medical evidence will 
be sought from the discharging hospital medical staff. Refer to the OHS admissions policy for more 
details. 

 4. Responsibilities of the school 

Oxfordshire County Council expects that all schools will work in partnership with it to ensure continuity of 
access to education for all children unable to attend school because of serious illness or injury. All schools must 
have a written policy and procedures for dealing with the education of children and young people with medical 
needs and governing bodies also must have regard to relevant statutory guidance (‘Supporting Pupils with medical 
conditions’ ). 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-11/occmedicalneedspolicy.pdf


 
Schools should collaborate with parents/carers, the local authority and all relevant health services to ensure the 
delivery of effective education for children with additional health needs. 

Schools will make arrangements to reintegrate pupils at the earliest opportunity and as soon as they are well 
enough. Each child should have an individually tailored reintegration plan. Under Equalities legislation, schools must 
consider whether they need to make any reasonable adjustments to provide suitable access for the child as part of 
their reintegration. 

 4.1 If the school makes arrangements 

Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for children with health needs 
who cannot attend school. 

Our SENDCo, in liaison with the Headteacher, will be responsible for making and monitoring these arrangements, 
through liaison with the parents and medical professionals. 

In the first instance, work will be sent home or liaison will be made with the Oxfordshire Hospital School (OHS). 

Parents will receive check ins and additional correspondence so that the school can be kept informed of the 
conditions for the pupil and any updates.  

Parents will also be consulted on the amount of work which can be reasonably expected to be completed, the 
arrangements for how the family will receive the work and how the work will be handed back to school.  

Any specific arrangements for support and guidance in completing the work (for example: if the child is in receipt 
of SEN funding or EHCP) will be considered within these arrangements, including potential virtual or actual 
tutoring sessions. 

The school will draw up an individually tailored reintegration plan for the pupil, in consultation with the parents, 
the medical professionals and any other external agencies. It will always be the intention for the school to 
reintegrate the pupil back to school at the earliest opportunity. 

4.2 If the Local Authority makes arrangements 

If the school cannot make suitable arrangements, Oxfordshire County Council will become responsible for 
arranging suitable education for the pupil. 

Oxfordshire Hospital School (OHS) has three sectors: 

●​ A children’s hospital teaching sector for students with a range of medical or surgical conditions located at 
the Oxford Children’s Hospital (Oxford), the Nuffield Orthopaedic Hospital and the Helen and Douglas 
House Hospice.  

●​ A psychiatric unit for students with mental health located at the Highfield Adolescent Unit, Warneford 
Hospital Oxford.  

●​ An outreach teaching programme for students in the community with medical or mental health 
conditions. This sector also supports teaching at the Horton Hospital, Banbury. 
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Oxfordshire County Council would take over responsibility of education after: 

Entry to hospital:  Subject to medical advice, OHS aims to teach children and young people in hospital from day 1 
or as soon as the child is well enough. When a child is in hospital, effective liaison between hospital staff, 
Oxfordshire Hospital School and the child’s school will ensure continuity of provision and consistency of 
curriculum, helping the child to keep up rather than having to catch up with his/her education. If a child has 
complex long term health issues and the pattern of illness may be unpredictable, regular liaison between the 
school, medical professionals and Oxfordshire Hospital School will enable appropriate provision to be made. 

Oxfordshire County Council will provide additional resources and support for the school, after: 

Discharge from hospital:  Children and young people on a school roll, with a diagnosed medical need that does 
not require inpatient or day patient hospitalisation, are generally referred by the home school to Oxfordshire’s 
Hospital School as the alternative provider. It is the responsibility of the home school to collate the necessary 
evidence for the referral to the Outreach Teaching Service. 

Circumstances (not exhaustive) that may trigger requests for the Outreach Teaching Service involvement or 
support include children and young people with the following needs: 

●​ Those with medical needs who are or will be absent for 15 or more school days (consecutive or 
cumulative absence due to the same illness) and who are declared medically unfit, by a consultant clinician, 
to attend their usual place of learning in spite of support offered by an Individual Health Care Plan. 

●​ Pupils who are re-integrating into school after a period of illness or injury, in accordance with the terms 
agreed at initial and on-going reviews. 

The child’s progress will be reviewed at least every 8 weeks by Oxfordshire Hospital School, in consultation with 
the parent / carer, the home school and other relevant services. Reviews will be made more frequently according 
to need. 

 In cases where the local authority makes arrangements, the school will: 

●​ Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents to ensure the best 
outcomes for the pupil 

●​ Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required 
●​ Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and that the child can be 

reintegrated back into school successfully 
●​ When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 
●​ Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, allowing the 

pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in school as far as possible 
●​ Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, invitations to school 

events or internet links to lessons from their school) 
●​ Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 
●​ Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 

 

 
3 



 
Section 19 Duty - Local authorities must provide suitable, full-time education for children of compulsory school 
age who cannot attend school due to illness, exclusion, or other exceptional circumstances. 

Access to Education Panel considers Oxfordshire children of statutory school age who are without education 
because of: 

●​ Ill health or medical needs,  
●​ Children missing education (CME), 
●​ Other exceptional circumstances 
●​ Exclusions 

The panel does not consider cases involving: 
●​ Permanent exclusion - handled by Exclusion & Reintegration Team,  
●​ Children we care for (CWCF) – overseen by Virtual School,  
●​ Refugee/asylum-seeking children – Migrant Education Team,  
●​ Elective home education – parent responsibility 

The panel meets fortnightly during term-time. 

Requests (with supporting evidence) must be emailed to: educationsection19@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Requests can be made by schools or LA officers. 

5. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher. At every review, it will be approved by the Impact 
Committee of the Local Governing Body. 

 6. Links to other policies 

This policy links to the following policies: 

●​  Accessibility plan 
●​  Supporting pupils with medical conditions 
●​  Attendance Policy  

 
Person responsible for policy: Assistant Headteacher (Student progress) 
Date policy reviewed: 10 February 2026 
Next review date: February 2027 
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