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Changes to the school’s IT systems this summer
Dear Parent,

| am writing to you regarding some significant IT changes which will be taking place at Gillotts School overthe
summer. As part of River Learning Trust (RLT), we will be joining theirshared ITinfrastructure and support from
September2025. This means that all our key IT infrastructure will be modified to come into line with the way they
run things across the schoolsinthe Trust. This will have all sorts of benefits, including a more straightforward
infrastructure set-up; betterTsecurity; better ITsupportand significant cost savings. It will also meanamuch
improved student experience using ITwhichisthe most importantaspect.

There will be some changesimpacting on students and their use of mobile devices in school overthe summerand
the start of nextterm:

1. Google Workspace
The Google Workspace which students use (Gmail, Google Drive, Google Classroom, Calendar) will be
migrating from the school’s currentone to a new one which will be part of RLT’'s Google Workspace. The
migration will happen automatically and the main change for studentsis that they will receive anew
username and password. We are intending to provide this beforethe end of the summertermand they
will move from their current Google Workspace tothe new one inlate July. We will let the students know
the actual date as soon as itis confirmed. From this date onwards they should use theirnew login details
when accessing Google.

This will also apply tothe Year 11 leavers as they may well want to access their Google accountsin the
summer before they are switched offinthe new academicyear.

2. Internetsecurity
We currently use aproduct called Smoothwallto provide internet contentfilteringin school. We will be
movingto Securly, the filtering product which RLT uses overthe summer. This will help ensure that
students can only access appropriate websitesin school and willalso more effectively block the use of
VPNs which some students, unfortunately, try to use to bypass our filtering. It will also provide us with
alertswhen students are trying to access websites in school which they should not be trying to access.

In orderto make this work effectively, and ensure we are safeguarding the students as well as possible,
students will be required to download aSSLcertificate onto their mobile device when theyfirstlogin at
school nextterm. This allows the filtering product to identify who the studentis and to provide this
informationinanyalertswhich are sent. Italso allows deeperinspection into the websites they are trying
to access inorderto determine whether they are appropriate or not.

Furtherinformation about how the Securly system works can be found by clickingon the link below:

Chromebook Web Filtering and Monitoring-19-06-25.pdf



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ewKrJRLRALhzd3hWcHC5tmmV_UT6oAVm/view?usp=sharing

The students will be required to download this certificate when they first log on to the school wifi and
they will notbe able to go any furtherif they do notinstall it. The summer will be a period of considerable
change for our IT systems and we are working with RLT to ensure everything goes as smoothly as
possible.

If you have questions about any of the changes mentioned above, please contact the ITServices team by email:
itservices@gillotts.org.uk

Yours faithfully,

E- T Newdolh

Dr Newbold
Deputy Head
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