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This has been a term in which our students have 

continued to show off their many talents. 

 

Next week will see two performances of the Arts 

Spectacular, combining the talents of the Art, 

Dance, Drama and Music teams.  I am sure that all 

involved will build on the success of last year. We 

will share some of the highlights (hard to choose!) 

with the whole school in our final assembly on 

Friday. 

 

Last weekend, 83 students from Years 9 and 10 

successfully completed their practice Bronze Duke 

of Edinburgh Expedition.  Camping, tent erecting 

and cooking all took place in the spirit of team 

work! 

We seem to be spending significant time at pre-

sent reminding students about the details of our 

uniform rules.  Apart from wasting time, this can 

lead to conflict when students do not quickly do 

as asked. I should like to draw two items in partic-

ular to your attention. 

Jewellery: No jewellery apart from a maxi-

mum of two small stud earrings, one in the 

lobe of each ear. 

We have seen an increase in multiple piercings 

in the ears and in nose piercings.  We do al-

low students to wear discreet clear or flesh-

coloured plastic retainers, but nothing 

else.  Please ensure that if your child has a 

new piercing, a retainer is inserted from the 

start.  We also do not allow any bracelets or 

charity bands. 

A lightweight gold or silver chain with a small 

religious symbol is permissible. 

Nail varnish is not permitted. 

Please could I also remind parents of the im-

portance of students being properly equipped 

for school?  However well organised they 

were in September, a number of students are 

now arriving without the basics – pens, pen-

cils, rubber, ruler, calculator, coloured pencils, 

glue – which slows down the start of lessons 

and hence progress.  Getting the basics sorted 

for the start of the new term is essential! 

I hope that you and your families will be able 

to enjoy some relaxation over the holidays, 

and that the spring weather will continue dur-

ing the break!  But, Year 11, remember to 

stick to those revision timetables! We are rec-

ommending 4-5 hours per day, 6 days per 

week, as a minimum. 

Dear Parents 
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Parent View is an online questionnaire for parents and carers to feed back to Ofsted on their 

child’s school.  It is now the main mechanism that Ofsted use to gather parents’ views at the time 

of an inspection. There are just 12 questions to answer.  The questions look at the key areas such 

as happiness, safety, progress, quality of teaching, behaviour and school leadership. The final ques-

tion asks if you would recommend the school to another parent.  Everyone’s responses are put 

together and are available to view on the Parent View website. In order to minimise the risk of 

abuse, you are required to register and create a password. 

We would be very pleased to have your ongoing feedback of what you think of the school – 

please visit http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 

Parent View 

Year 11 2017-18 Presentation Evening 

On Thursday 28 March, we were delighted to welcome back our prize winners from Year 11 2017

-18.  There were two prizes in each subject, one for overall achievement and the other for per-

sonal commitment and outstanding hard work. It was great to hear of all their experiences and 

successes since they left us and of their developing plans for university and employment. 

It was also wonderful to welcome back Will Manson, a former student of Gillotts who left in 

2012.  He really is a product of 'Education Henley', having attended Shiplake Church of England 

Primary School and The Henley College.  Since he left us, Will has also added a triple first in 

mathematics at Cambridge to his list of achievements!  Following work experience with Google 

and IBM, he now works for Jump Trading, doing a mixture of maths and programming.  Will gave 

a very entertaining talk, interleaving advice to students with an artificial intelligence programme 

designed to 'solve' Snake, the computer game from the 1970s.  His advice ranged from 'Ask, ask, 

ask' to 'Make time for your family and friends'.  To thank Will for his contribution, we presented 

him with Marcus du Sautoy's latest book - Marcus was also a Gillotts student and is now an emi-

nent mathematician!  

A complete list of prize-winners is attached.  

 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Awards Year 11 2017-2018 

 
Prizes are awarded to students who achieve excellent results in particular subjects and 

to students whose results reflect personal commitment and outstanding hard work. 

Art & Design 

Results 

  

Saffran Lockett Exceptional diligence and hard work 

Art & Design 

Achievement & Effort 

  

Sasha Scott Determination, hard work and always 

putting in maximum effort 

Children’s Play, 

Learning & Develop-

ment BTEC 

 

Erika Bell For great effort and a well- deserved re-

sult 

Children’s Play, 

Learning & Develop-

ment BTEC 

 

India Darani For personal determination and achieve-

ment 

Computing 

Results 

 

Seb Edwards Hard work throughout the course to 

gain an excellent grade 8 in computing 

Computing 

Achievement & Effort 

  

Charles Wash-

bourn 

For exceptional commitment to the 

Computing course 

Dance Results Megan Powell For always being brilliant in class and a 

fantastic Dance Captain too! 

Dance Achievement 

& Effort 

Neave Jordan For hard work and dedication in Dance 

leading to a fantastic result, well done! 

Drama Results Kiri Cheesman For always being totally committed and 

for hard work throughout the Drama 

Drama Achievement 

& Effort 

Dylan Coates For his dedication to the subject and be-

ing a committed Drama Captain 
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English Lang 

Results 

 

Sophie Print For hard work to achieve an excellent 

result in English Language 

English Lang Achieve-

ment & Effort 

Syaleen Stokes For hard work and perseverance 

throughout the course 

English Lit 

Results 

 

Amelia Scott Diligence and perseverance  to achieve 

an excellent result in English Literature 

English Lit 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Karolina Kaczor-

owska 

Working hard and determination to 

achieve her best in English Literature 

Food Technology 

Results 

 

Izzy Buckner For exceeding her target and achieving 

an excellent result in Food Technology 

Food Technology 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Jade Hall For surpassing her expectations to 

achieve an excellent result in Food Tech-

nology 

French 

Results 

 

Kitty Horne An exceptional performance in GCSE 

French, resulting in a Grade 8 

French 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Vanessa Sousa For perseverance and acting on advice to 

achieve an excellent result in GCSE 

French 

Geography 

Results 

 

Ed Lawrence For exceptional hard work and achieving 

a fantastic result in Geographpy – well 

done 

Geography 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Ethan Pearce For perseverance and hard work in Ge-

ography to gain a result that surpassed 

expectations 

German 

Results 

 

Max Gaskin A very able and enthusiastic Germanist, 

achieving an excellent result 

German 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Joe Day For incredible hard work and enthusiasm 

in German, achieving a well deserved 

Grade 8! 

History 

Results 

 

Holly Graham For achieving an excellent result in His-

tory – “in the midst of chaos there is also 

opportunity” 
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History 

Achievement & Effort 

Alfie Hearn For surpassing expectations in History – 

“nil sine labore” – nothing without la-

bour 

  

Maths 

Results 

 

Annabella Joynes For achieving an exceptional result in 

Maths – well done! 

Maths 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Jasper Mason For making huge progress in Maths from 

the start of Year 10 to achieve a fantastic 

result.  Well done! 

Music 

Results 

  

Ella Davies For total commitment and dedication, 

resulting in a superb Grade 9 in Music 

Music 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Madeleine 

Bourne 

For some outstanding performances and 

being a great asset to the Music Depart-

ment 

PE 

Results 

 

Scarlett Colin Always having a growth mindset to over-

come challenges in PE – congratulations! 

PE 

Achievement & Effort 

  

Sol Wallis-

Robinson 

For determination and perseverance to 

overcome challenges and succeed in PE. 

Well done! 

Religious Studies 

Results 

 

Maya Lawton For hard work throughout the course 

and achieving an excellent result in RS 

Religious Studies 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Gabriel Langford For hard work and consistent effort to 

achieve a superb result in RS 

Resistant Mats 

Results 

Kyra Hannibal For outstanding commitment and 

achieving an excellent result in Resistant 

Materials 

 

Resistant Mats 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Rosie Plumridge For exceptional hard work and personal 

achievement in Resistant Materials 

Sci Biology 

Results 

Grace Hannibal For hard work throughout the course 

and achieving an excellent result in Biol-

ogy 

 

Sci Biology 

Achievement & Effort 

 

Livvy Coles For personal determination and achieve-

ment in Biology 



Page 6 

 

 

Sci Chemistry 

Results 

Madison Sturgess For consistently working hard through-

out the course and achieving an excel-

lent result in Chemistry 

  

Sci Chemistry 

Achievement & Effort 

Amber Weller For always showing personal determina-

tion and consistency to achieve an excel-

Sci Physics 

Results 

Mihailo Milen-

kovic 

For hard work and achieving an excep-

tional grade in Physics 

Sci Physics 

Achievement & Effort 

Ben Harrison For achieving an outstanding result in 

Physics and for commitment to the sub-

Combined Science 

Results 

Harry Eagle For hard work and achieving an excep-

tional result in Combined Science 

Science 

Achievement & Effort 

Antonio Dinita For personal determination and commit-

ment to achieve an excellent result in 

Sociology 

Result 

Bronte Pye For achieving an excellent result 

“knowledge is potential, action is power” 

Sociology 

Achievement & Effort 

Elle Darani For achieving an excellent result  “action 

is the foundational key to all success” 

Spanish 

Result 

Beth Walker Hard work and quiet determination to 

succeed leading to a fantastic result in 

Spanish 

Achievement & Effort 

Tom Bryant Success in Spanish resulting from hard 

work, determination and focus. 

Well done! 

  

Outstanding Achievement and Attitude. 

 
For outstanding 

Achievement 

Beth Walker Outstanding GCSE results – congratula-

tions! 
Contribution to the 

school 
Kiri Cheesman Enhancing life at Gillotts in so many 

ways and for unfailing cheeriness and 

good humour 
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Darwin News 

Tutee of the Term 

DJAS Anna Wilbrink 

DJLG Katie Rosier 

DREW Edward Day 

DGS Ewan Knight 

DPJY Eva Harris 

DROM / DGB Will Grant 

DCHA Angus Fraser 

DGLW Francesca Whittle 

DHJR / DSEL Joel Trinder 

DABY Amber Harrison 

DFMW Luc Tilley 

DFD Amber Fane-Barrow 

Orwell News 

Tutee of the Term 

OPCM / EJB Jessica  

Cattanach 

OBEG Ellicia Sheard 

OLEP / OCLV Rosie Lock 

OJDG Connor Mackenzie 

OJSK Darcy Smith 

OAB / CST Joe Williams  

OCG Victoria McDonough 

OTWN Evie Decardi-Nelson 

OGMO Amelia Prince 

OCH James Edwards 

OACM Aidan Kaufman 

OGDL / ELD Charlie Hughes 

Pankhurst News 

Tutee of the Term 

PACF Lauren Field 

PCAD / ND Mathilde  

Williams 

PCD / LS Kits Tanner 

PCMR Layla Coulson 

PFH / HJS Katie Langdon 

PGDM Amy Bryant  

PHJ / JJB Molly Leigh 

PKLO Izzie Young  

PREA Amy Havers 

PSJW Nell Collings 

PSMS / HLM Daisy Piercey 

PTAG Eva Simonetti 
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Twitter update  

Please follow our Twitter page @gillottshenley for regular updates on all the great things going on 

in school from week to week...here are some highlights below. 
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Gillotts School Attendance update  

We currently have 64 students with 100% attendance this year. Well done to all those stu-

dents for this achievement. 

 

 Overall, our Year group and House attendances for the year are: 

 Year 7 - 96.2% 

Year 8 - 94.2% 

Year 9 - 94.1% 

Year 10 -95.4% 

Year 11 -93.9% 

  

Darwin - 95.9% 

Orwell - 95.0% 

Pankhurst - 93.4% 

  

 

Our minimum expectation for all students is 96% attendance. Please can all parents do their 

utmost to promote positive attendance at home and ensure students are in school. If there 

are difficulties in getting your child to school, please do call us at the earliest opportunity so 

that we can support. 
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Please see the following OCC web pages for attendance guidance: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/school/absence-due-sickness  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/school/lateness-and-absence 

Furthermore, it is important to know the impact of non-attendance on the amount of learning lost. 

We are always keen to point out that a day missed means a student will never experience the lessons 

missed from that day again! 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/school/absence-due-sickness
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/school/lateness-and-absence
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Leaving the school site during the day due to illness 

Please can we remind all parents that students should not be making contact with home to arrange 

being picked up from school if they are feeling unwell. Students being collected due to illness must first 

have permission from the school. We will always seek to provide appropriate support and make an 

informed decision on whether a student is well enough to be in school if they present themselves to 

student services or housebase feeling ill. If your child contacts you to ask to be collected, please speak 

to the school first for further information. Without an agreement from the school that a child needs to 

be picked up, any absence for the remainder of that school day will be unauthorised. 

Medical Appointments 

Guidance from the OCC Attendance team states: 

 

Schools request that parents make all but emergency appointments for medical and dental check 

ups outside of the school day. If this is not possible please give as much notice to the school of 

the appointment. If you need to collect your child from school for an appointment, you will need 

to sign them out of the building and back in again when you return. This is a legal requirement 

for Health and Safety purposes. Your child must attend school before and after the appointment 

where appropriate so that as little of the school day is missed as possible.   

 

We do understand that this can be difficult in some circumstances to make appointments out-

side of the school day, but where possible, please ensure this has minimal impact on a student's 

school day. For routine check ups etc. please ensure these are booked outside of school hours, 

or during school holidays. 

There are many different reasons and points during your child's education where they may need some 

additional help and support, whether that is from school staff, friends or from family. Below are a few 

leaflets that have been produced by PiXL (a non-profit membership of around half secondary schools 

nationwide) that help to give advice and guidance to parents on a range of topics. For more leaflets on 

further topics, please go our website, and look under the 'Pastoral' section for further guidance. Fur-

thermore, the NHS offer useful website pages with links to mental health specialists: 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/camhs-information-for-parents-

and-carers/  

Supporting your child at home  

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/camhs-information-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/camhs-information-for-parents-and-carers/
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Writing for  Teenagers Trip for Year 9  

On Friday 8th March Miss Cindy and I took a small group of Year 9 students to a conference which is 

held annually at Leighton Park School. The conference is an opportunity for enthusiastic young writers to 

extend their opportunities. On the day students from a selection of local schools meet up and coming 

authors and have the opportunity to hear them talk about their writing and attend a workshop with one 

of the authors. 

 

This year the authors included Julian Sedgwick, who is the Patron of Reading at Leighton Park School. 

The other authors were: Alexis Deacon, Alice Broadway, Penny Joelson and Mel Darbon. Alice, Penny 

and Mel also took part in a ‘Rising Stars’ panel discussion led by Chris Routh, the librarian at Leighton 

Park. These authors are all relatively new. Mel for instance has just had one book published, ‘Rosie Loves 

Jack’ which is set in Henley; Mel used to live in Henley and her children used to come to Gillotts School. 

Her heroine Rosie runs away from Henley College. Mel has another book to be published soon.  

The day was very well organized with a good lunch and refreshment breaks, time to visit the bookshop 

and have books signed by the authors. 

 

The students involved were: Katie Langdon, Felix Wilson, Vicky McDonagh, Lucy Tucker, Trilby Keegan, 

Rufus Tubb, Evie Warner-Starr, Hannah Leach-Scrivens and Georgia Eggleton. Hannah said about the 

day: 

 

“I thought it was a great experience and I learnt about what it's actually like to be a writer. I loved the 

workshop, although I feel as though it would have been good for all the students to be able to have a 

workshop with each of the writers. The bit at the end was also very good; being able to ask the authors 

questions about their jobs. 

 

Although the beginning was good, I feel as though it went on for too long,  it is hard for anyone to sit for 

two hours straight listening to people talk, and I think it could have been shortened and swapped for 

more workshops. 

 

I had a lot of fun and it was a great event to go on.” 

 

Needless to say the students were a delight to take out for the day and it was as much of an enjoyable 

experience for the staff as it was for the students. Claire Knight, the librarian at Reading Blue Coat 

School, said of our students: “A few of your girls were in my workshop during the afternoon – they 

were so lovely! They were well-behaved, polite and personable young women, an asset to the school.” 
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World Book Day 2019 

Gillotts School celebrated World Book Day in a big way this year. Students and 

staff were invited and encouraged to plan ahead for the big day, and also to extend 

the celebrations. It is difficult to fit everything into one day, therefore a lot  was 

happening throughout January and February, with Year 7 lessons focusing on World 

Book Day starting after half-term. One initiative this year was to get students more 

involved in the planning. A team of helpers from Year 7 spent tutor times making 

posters and promoting the event to tutor groups. They recruited volunteers to 

help with our fund-raising cake sale and asked tutors to display posters and put a 

sheet on a noticeboard in their classroom telling us what they are reading. The 

Year 7 team also planned and delivered special assembly sessions to Years 7, 8 and 

9, even down to demonstrating costume ideas for dressing up on the day. 

After the half-term break, many of the Year 7 classes spent part of their library les-

son making dream jars and story boxes. These are all on display in the library. A 

special mention must go to Charlie Hughes in Miss Beer’s class for his peep-show 

style version of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory!  
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Gillotts STEM 
 

Robotics 

 

The robotics team attended the CT First Lego 

League Robotics Tournament at the  Rutherford 

Appleton Laboratories, Didcot on the 12th Janu-

ary 2019. They were up against tough competition 

from other schools in Oxfordshire. Although they 

didn’t win, they worked together brilliantly as a 

team, displaying excellent core values. They are 

looking forward to competing again next year! 

The Leaders Award - Engineering competition 
 

Year 7-11 students watched an excellent live stream interview with Mechatronics Engineer Jenny 

Roberts for the Leaders Award Engineering competition. Well done to all students who took part 

and good luck to pupils who have sent off their entries!  

https://twitter.com/GillottsHenley
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STEM Girl 
 

Congratulations to Ella Wood who is attending Cybers First Girls Defenders at Nottingham Universi-

ty on 15th April and also an Exploring Engineering KS3 Event on 14th May 2019 at the Rutherford 

Appleton Laboratories, Didcot. This will be a great opportunity for her to see to see some big science 

projects!   

 

 

Design Ventura 
 

Creative Technologies students and their parents attended a special Celebration Event at the Design 

Museum recently to find out the winner of Design Ventura 2018-2019. They took part in workshops, 

a speed networking event where they met design professionals and attended the awards ceremony. 

The team  ‘SquareStand’ (a wooden flat pack stand that allows you to prop up a book, phone or tab-

let) comprising of Angus Fraser, Desmond Malatt, Dan Loumont and Cameron Macdonald were suc-

cessful in being awarded a commendation for ‘ingenuity’. Their product is now on display in the De-

sign Ventura exhibition which is free and open to the public until 28th April at the Design Museum. 

 

https://twitter.com/DesignMuseum
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Business 
 

Congratulations to the Gillotts Business team Endeavour who took part in the Young Enterprise    

Oxfordshire competition! They did extremely well representing the school. Please see the details 

below for how you can continue to support them! 

 

Who is Endeavour? 
 

We may only be a small business but we have to start somewhere. Here at Endeavour we believe 

that a cleaner today is a brighter tomorrow so if we all join together as one big community WE 

CAN make a difference. We are a young enterprise company and as a team we focus on recycling 

crisp packets to turn them into useful pouches. Everything in the pouches we make is upcycled. We 

collect the crisp packets from around the school and get all the fabric lining, threads and zips from a 

local factory that would normally just throw them out. 

 

Our Product is completely handmade. This ensures every product we make is high quality. 

Our future aspirations are to help raise awareness about litter and pollution in our oceans. We want 

to come up with new ways and products to help reduce waste going into landfill and the sea. 

We’re here to make a difference and that difference starts with you! 

 

Email for more details - gillottsendeavour@gmail.com 

Instagram - endeavour.ye 

mailto:gillottsendeavour@gmail.com
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

Congratulations to the 83 students who completed their Bronze award practice expedition in good 

weather on the weekend of 30-31 March. They hiked from Lane End near High Wycombe to Swiss 

Farm for the overnight camp and then on to Pinkneys Green the next day.  A few students had to re-

tire due to injury so some groups did well to soldier on with reduced numbers. Leaders were im-

pressed by those who followed instructions carefully and navigated their own way and those who cov-

ered a few more miles than expected! 

 

Thank you to parents for leaving quickly after drop off. In future can we ask that parents wait for the 

call to come to collect as parking is a real problem when there are so many waiting cars.  

 

The weekend was good preparation for the assessed expedition on 11-12 May and we are looking for-

ward to the Silver practice expedition coming up on 4 -6 May. 

 

Food 
 

Fantastic work has taken place in Food Preparation and Nutrition this term. Well done to all our stu-

dents!  
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The photo shows the students relaxing after their evening cross-country skiing. 

Forty students from Gillotts enjoyed a week's skiing in Champoluc in February, in the beautiful Aosta 

valley in Italy. The students were lucky to have splendid sunshine every day with blue skies, great visi-

bility and fantastic skiing on the uncrowded slopes. Evening entertainment included cross-country ski-

ing, featuring individual and team races, followed by the local speciality hot chocolate (which is so thick 

that it is often easier to eat with a spoon) and a fun evening at a mountain restaurant high above Cham-

poluc eating pizza and singing karaoke.  

Gillotts students ski trip 
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I am writing to you on behalf of the Gillotts Parents Association to ask if you would consider becoming 

an active member on the Committee. 

 

We are a small, friendly group who meet every few months to help initiatives that raise money for the 

school. Last year we raised £7500 to be spent on resources that directly benefit our children - this year 

looks to be even more. We have recently funded an outdoor table tennis table, musical instruments, 

funding for the Arts Spectacular, a library for Learning Support, PE transport and outdoor benches. It 

goes without saying, the more of us there are, the more we can raise, the less time commitment is 

needed. 

 

At a time when school budgets are increasingly under pressure any contribution that you can make to-

wards fundraising, direct or indirect, can only enrich the education of the children at Gillotts. Help  

provide some of the extras that government funding no longer permits. 

 

We have also found that being part of the Parents Association committee gives you a closer connection 

to the school, one which we value and can only benefit our own children. 

 

As a registered charity we are required to have an elected Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. Both our 

Treasurer and I will leave the Committee at the end of this school year as our children reach the end 

of their time at Gillotts. We are in urgent need of a few new committee members who can ensure the 

future of the PA and ideally shadow the elected roles. I know it certainly helped me to do so! 

 

The time commitment is not perhaps as big as you fear! We are all working parents and take on roles 

and participate when we can. Many of the fundraising events are well established and when we tackle 

them as a team are not that time consuming - especially when supported by the wider group of PA 

members around bigger events. 

 

I know the school is extremely grateful for all the support parents already give - from helping with 

homework, to supporting the staff, attending events and contributing towards the School Fund, but we 

would just like to ask if you could consider whether it’s possible for you to contribute by joining the 

Parents Association committee? 

 

I can be contacted via email at gillottspa@gmail.com and I would be very happy to arrange a chat to 

discuss further. 

 

 

Denise Williams 

Chairperson 

 

Parents Association Update 

mailto:gillottspa@gmail.com
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Other News  

 

SMILE! 

 

A massive thank you to everyone who is using the AmazonSmile programme to make donations while 

you shop on AMAZON! The rate isn’t massive, but we received a donation of £60 for the last quarter, 

so it all adds up! Details of how to nominate Gillotts can be found on the Parents Association page on 

the school website. 

http://gillotts.oxon.sch.uk/parents/parents-association/ 

 

 

SUMMER BBQ: Friday 28th June 

Keep the evening free for the PA’s Annual Summer BBQ. The weather has been very kind to us over 

recent years and it has been a fun and relaxed opportunity for our community and a chance to wel-

come new Year 6 students at the end of their Pioneer visits. 

 

If you are able to help in any way, with donations to a fundraising auction/raffle or can flip a few burg-

ers, please drop us a line! gillottspa@gmail.com 

 

 

Next Meeting: 
 

Parents Association Summer Committee Meeting: Tuesday 7th May 2019, 6:30pm 

Everyone is very welcome to attend our Committee Meetings. 

Meetings are held in Room A1, The Arts Block at Gillotts. Other informal meetings are held for ideas, 

planning and socialising in between these Committee Meetings. 

 
 

 

Best wishes,  

The PA Team 

gillottspa@gmail.com 

http://gillotts.oxon.sch.uk/parents/parents-association/
mailto:gillottspa@gmail.com
mailto:gillottspa@gmail.com
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Paid Internship Programme for Teaching  

Are you in your penultimate year of study of a STEM degree? If yes then we have a paid work-

experience programme that might be just right for you! 

We have won a DFE grant to offer teaching internships running from the 24th June-19th July 2019 in 

state secondary schools across Oxfordshire.  Interns will receive a bursary of £300/week. 

The programme is designed to give you a realistic picture of what teaching maths or physics would 

be like and includes the chance to be involved in: 

 structured training, shadowing and lesson observation, opportunities to jointly plan and deliv-

er lessons 

 

 running science projects, offering support for children who are struggling, and helping with 

experiments 

 

 one to one mentoring sessions with experts in their field 

 

Take a look at our website to find out more of what Gillotts as a Teaching School is offering:  

http://gillotts.oxon.sch.uk/teaching-school/teaching-school-overview/ 

http://gillotts.oxon.sch.uk/teaching-school/teaching-school-overview/
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OTSA School Experience Programme (SEP) 

Teaching is more than just a job; it is a vocation but it is not for everyone. The best way to decide 

whether or not teaching might be the right career for you is to get some classroom experience. 

Sign up for the OTSA School Experience Programme here. 

We work with schools across Oxfordshire to offer interested applicants a chance to get into state 

schools and see what life in the classroom is really like.  We run this programme because we want to 

make getting experience in schools as easy as possible. If you would like us to we’ll guide you on every 

step on the journey from these early observation experiences, through preparing you for interview, 

onto a training course and throughout your career. 

Placements are typically one or two days long with the majority of the time being spent in the class-

room in lessons. On the first day, there will be some time to think about how to observe lessons effec-

tively as well as some information on the different training routes.  After that you will be able to watch 

a range of subject lessons taught to different age groups, observe tutor time (part of the pastoral pro-

gramme) and talk to teachers about their experiences of day-to-day life in school. As well as giving you 

invaluable insight into whether or not teaching might be right for you these placements also provide you 

with relevant school experience to support an application for teacher training. 

I have been teaching for fifteen years in Oxfordshire state schools and despite the undeniable pressures 

of the job, I know I wouldn’t do anything else! 

Sarah McHugh 

Teaching School Director  

https://goo.gl/forms/WrF2V9FXPQRDxDJC2
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Term dates for 2018 - 2019 
The dates set out below are the confirmed school term and holiday dates from Sep-

tember 2018. 

 

INSET days 

The school will be closed to students on: 

Tuesday 4 September 2018 

Friday 28 September 2018 

Monday 22 July 2019 

Tuesday 23 July 2019 

Wednesday 24 July 2019 

 

Note that only Year 7 and Year 10 (and Year 11 Leaders) are required to attend on Wednesday 5 

September 2018.  The remainder of the school returns on Thursday 6 September 2018. 

 

6 May 2019 is the May Day bank holiday. 

 

Early closures (12.30pm) 

Thursday 27 September 2018  Staff and students preparation for Open Evening 

Friday 21 December 2018 

Friday 19 July 2019 

Term Dates Number of days 

Autumn Term 04 September - 19 October 34 

October half term 22 October - 26 October  

Autumn Term 29 October - 21 December 40 

Christmas holiday 24 December - 04 January  

Spring Term 07 January - 15 February 30 

Spring half term 18  February - 22 February  

Spring Term 25  February - 05 April 30 

Easter Holiday 08 April  - 22  April  

Summer Term 23 April -  24  May 23 

Late Spring half term 27 May - 31 May  

Summer Term 03 June  - 24 July 38 

Total  195 
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Term dates for 2019 - 2020 
The dates set out below are the confirmed school term and holiday dates from September 

2019. 

 

INSET days 

The school will be closed to students on: 

Monday 2 September 2019 

Friday 27 September 2019 

Friday 3 July 2020 

Monday 20 July 2020 

Tuesday 21 July 2020 

 

Note that only Year 7 and Year 10 (and Year 11 Leaders) are required to attend on Tuesday 3 September 

2019.  The remainder of the school returns on Wednesday 4 September 2019 

4 May 2020 is the May Day bank holiday. 

 

Early closures (12.30pm) 

Thursday 26 September 2019  Staff and students preparation for Open Evening 

Thursday 19 December 2019 

Friday 17 July 2020 

 

Term Dates Number of days 

Autumn Term 02 September - 25 October 40 

October half term 28 October - 01 November  

Autumn Term 4 November - 19 December 34 

Christmas holiday 20 December - 03 January  

Spring Term 06 January - 14 February 30 

Spring half term 17 February - 21 February  

Spring Term 24 February - 03 April 30 

Easter Holiday 06 April - 17 April  

Summer Term 20 April - 22 May 24 

Late Spring half term 25 May - 29 May  

Summer Term 01 June - 21 July 37 

Total  195 


